% of Leading unto 


CG | if Q R Y: 4 19 

Or 4 
A Glimple of the Glorie,Fxcellen- | |* 
Cie and Eternity of HEAVEN, {| 


 VWheretn molt part of the Spirits 
various Operations in his Enlighe- 
ening,Convincing, Converting, ; 
Guiding, Leading, Streng:hening, tl, 
Comtfortings. ; Seatings arc b | : 
{hewed, - 

As He aſſures Salvation leading K 


unto G Lo | þ | | 
written ly JH. [ah 4272 | | 


: X et —==Wy} 
ViRTus MILLE SCurTa. bo 


TE —— 


2 Cor. 5. :, 2. BEAT 
For we know, that if this Earthly Houſe of nr; ; 
bernacle be diſſolved, we bavca Building given of | | 

God. 4 Houſe not made with hands, Eternal is | | 
the Heavens, < = 
|  Inthis therefore we figh, Ec, | 


»- —— 
a te Tam a — 


tes Grubſtreet,near the upper Punp,165 | 'v| 


. 
—_— gage 


—_— CK}. 


_ 
— 


—— AD — 


* ” . 


- ' * 
PS 4 
*Y ” 


pF, VI EC ay _— 


©" 2. eES; 
Shaaatartopaoueceatens | 


Y 


_- T have pervuſed this Book, intituled Grace | 
* leaatng unto Glory, or a Glimpſe of the Glory, 4 
| Excelcncy and Eternity of Heaves; being & 1 
--colleion of mary heavenly and comtort- ' 

- able Truths, which by Gods bleſſing, in 

= hope that it might do muci1 good, and ig- . 
© COprage many in, their heavenly journey. I || 
have therefore allowed thereof to be Priq- 
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A Glimpſe of the Glorie,Fxcellen- | 
Cie and Eternity of HEAVEN, 


 VWheretn molt part of the *pirits 
various Operations un his Enlight- 
ening,Convincing,Converiing, 
Guiding, Leading, Streng:hcning, 
Comtortings. ; Seatings arc 
{hewved, | 
As He aſſures Salvation leading "4 
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For we know, that if this Earthly Houſe of our Ta- | 
bernacle be diſſolved, we bavca Building given of 
God. 4 Houſe not made with hands, Eternal in 
the Heavens, ACTIN 
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The Rig w_ mth 


Noble he Vertuous Lady, 
Moſt Worthy of - 


HOMNOV R, 


ELIZABETH, 


CounTes and Dowactr 
oft EXCETER 
CC. 


Right Honoaratle, 


RACE, asI conceive 
2 it (under CorreQion) 
> 15 nothing elſe bur a 
& Compound of GLO- 
J = A” RY, and GLORY 1s 
nothing elle but a Compound of 
'. 3 Sanfir- 
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MM The Epiſtle 
A nn 


Sanfification, whileſt the ſoul re- 
celving our of Chriſts fullnefſe 
Grace for Grace, is transformed 
into the fame Image trom Glory 
to Glory ( one degree of SanRif- 


C like fire mounting upwards unto 
irs preper Orb ) the higher and pn- 
rer 1t grows, partaking of the Di- 
vine Nature, ſpreading it ſelf , per- 
F famed with Myrrhe and Frankin- 
\ - Cenſe, andall the ſpices of the Mer- 
[- chant, ir vent it ſelf forthin all the 
— Divine Vertues of Him who hath 
called it out of Darkneſle unto his 
marvellous Light. 


Now God out his Infinite rich 
|  Goodnefſe and Mercy having con- 
_ ferred upon your Honour all the 


Nature, with a rich and plentifull 
: 2 Eſtage, and which is more;then all, 
7% a large Heart to uſe it well for the 
Glory of God, your own Comm 
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cation to another ) until ar length | 


rare endowments both of Grace and 
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fort, and the Miſcries and Necefſi- 
ties of others, whereby you have 


' Purchaſed your felt chat High Ho- 


nour, to be a Mirrour to all the 
Grear Ladies of this Age, of unpa- 
ralell'd Worth, ſhining ctorth in 
Religion and Pietie, to the admira- 
won of all, 


I therefore being taken in this 
number, have adycntured (> preſent 
unto your Honour, this ſhort «©.1- 
courſe and pithic, of G+ ace leaiirizg 
unto Glory, that it might givgw/©Ml 
yet a further inſight into things in- 
vifible, Comfort you aow wm your 
Journey homewards, Mount yuu 
one Step higher upon [acoe's Lad» 


der, to view your Heavenly Conn- 


trey, to have a Glimpſe of thar In» -- 


finite Glory provided for you, for 
which-the great Bodie of Saints fo 
ſigh and groan dayly, and which 
in Gods good time you ſhall en- 


Joy Eternally for ever, when your 
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The EpiPtle, ee, 
Corruptible ſhall put on Incor- 
ruption, and your Mortal Immor- 
cality, to be {wallowed up of Life, 
which 1s, and ſhall be ever the 
Wiſh, Prayer , and Deſire of 
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Chriſtian Reader, | 


NGxymong Here is no ſubje&t of our 
thoughts and;meditations, 
nor of our diſcourſe and 
writings, more {weet and 
Wo comiortable unto thote 
who by a lively faith are intereſled in them, 
then the eternall joies and happineſle of thac . 


heavenly Kingdome which Ged, in his 


{ rich mercy through and for the merits and 


mediation of his dear Son, and our a- 


{ lone Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hath 


prepared for his ele&t and faithfull fons 


S and ſervants: for what can be more 


pleaſing and full of raviſhing joy un- 
to us, 1n the ſea of this miſerable world, 
wherein we are tofled in ſtorms aud tems 


4 pelts, 


_— 
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' To the Reader. 
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peſts, endangered daily to be ſpilt and © 

wracked upon rocks and ſands, and.to be 

robbed and rifled with mercilefle Pyrats, 

then to be afſlured that within a while 

ye ſhall ſafely arrive at our wiſhed Ha- 
yet, where we ſhall be eternally ſecured 
| from all theſe perils, and injoy perpetuall 
; peaceand reft? whatcan repleniſh us with 
more delight, and fill our hearts with invin- 
cible courage in eur ſpirituall warfare, than 
having fought the good fight of faith, 
in aflurance of victory , to meditate with *! 
hopefull expeRation on that glorious crown 
which God hath infallibly promitcd to thoſe 
hat overcome ? what can be more plca- 
1g in the time of our nonage, then to _ 
think on that rich inheritance which we - + 
ſhall enjoy when we come to full age ? 
and what can more chear and refreſh us 
1m our tedious pilgrimage , then to medi- 
tate on the joys and dclights which we, 
ſhall ſhortly actain unto in our heavenly . | 
country'2 neither is this converſing in heas 
ven, whileſt we- are here upon earth, 
more pleaſing than profitable, Secing if { 
our thoughts be thus taken np with theſe | 
heavenly excellencies, we fhall not judge 
afy thing too much which *+we can 
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To 1he Reader 

2 or ſuffer for Cod glory, from whoſe free 
* grace we expect the full traicion of ſuch in« 

# eftimable happinefle. Nothing can: more 
inflame our hearts with the fervent love 
of our dear S2viour, then to conſider, that 
by his merics and bitter paffion he hath pur- 
chaſcd for us this heavenly inheritance, Nos * 
thing can more. confirm our patience in our 
light and momentary ſufferings in and for 
{ Chriſt , thanto have our thoughts taken up 
with that far excecding & eternal weight of 
; glory prepared for us, with which, the affli 
; Rtions of this preſent life are not worthy to 
be compared, Nothing hext unto Gods glo- 
ry, can be a more effectual intentive and 
motive unto all holinefſe of converſation, 
than this rich wages, with which this 
our good and bountifull mafter will of 
' his free grace reward onr worthleſſe ers 
vice and weak endeayours. And therefore . 
ſeeing our Authour in this book. doth 
piouſly and profitably diſcourſe on this 
{ubje&t, - which is fo pleaſant and uſefull, 
and (as it ſeemeth to me ) notin a ver-. 
bal manner. but with a ſweet relliſh and exs 
perimencall feeling of theſe heavenly joys in 
his own foul , unto which he inviteth others, 


( being already approyed and Jicenced by 
an 


, 


To the Reader, 
—— __ Rm 


an abler hand and vetter judgement ) I al-} 
ſo commend it (_ Chriftian Reader ) to thy | 
peruſall; and pray that thou maieſt 'rep | 
that fruic and benefit in thy reading, which } 
Y; the Authour intendeth in the writing of | 
it, | 


i — 


|, 


— 


Thane 1n the ſervice 


of Ieſus Chis 


lohn Downam,, 


To the Reader, ' 


| DEG Race leading nnts Olery is the 
| Mot ſubj:& * this enſuing aiſ 
2h cotrſe 2 Grace is Glory, Grace 
Wy leads unto Glory, Grace.vf- Ne 
eefſity muſt erd imo Glory , and without 
| Grace we (hallnever come #nto Gloxy. A 
: truly juftified per ſon cannet wr ſtill, but 
' muift go further and further , and add 
4 Grace to Grace, ere he can come to glory; 
' Seeing the NewCreatare,which aſpireth uns 
| ro heaven gy Admits of no meaſure or ftatrere 
! thereof b:gb enengh untill it be in Heaven, 
3 baving aita!1nednnto the age of the mea- 
{ fare and tatare of the fulneſſe of Chriſt, - 
1 mhich how it comes topaſſe, to manifeſt 
4 nnotheworld, ts the ſcope and aim of this 
i Gitle Book;how Grace whercin us a_ 
f 


The Eptſile 
the beauty of Hol eſſe in the Fabrick of 
the NewsCreature, is jwuitly by Chr:ſt in 
that bis Heavenly Prayey called Glory: 
becanſe it is »-1h ”g ele n bet imper felt L 
Glory; 'and Clo y it ſelf, nothhng elſe but i | 
the perfett :on of Saxttification;urlets there Q 
may be added therennto ſome exiracy ama- 
ry ſhining l#ſfre, ſuch as Molcs had a tin- 
Hurt of... 1h31n his face ſhone ſo, at the peos « 
ple could rior lock upon him , after he came © 
down from the mount ain, 4 htrefore whe- 
ther we reſpect Grace which is imperfet *, 
Glory,or rhe Glory of Heaves lheper, efFte 
on of Glory, which this diſcourje points ar, * 

if in 1} Full enjormene + f-nition if the Beas | 
| = tifical Vifion;both (no queft ion ma )yjnit ly 
i=vite thee, to peruſe this ſmall treat:ſe,un 
hope to reap ſomt profit hercby. Fer here 
ftands no affrighting Cherubims with a 
flaming ſword to» gnard thie fromthis Pas 
radice of Glory + but all poſſible invitemert 
#770 thee to enter boldly in, by that new 
. and living wy prepares for thee. And when 
thy heart and mountins meditations (hall 
be lifted gp ard warmed in the ſweet aps 
preh-nfious and raviſbhments if the joys S 
that Glory to come, hertin mentioned, 
with jojings and ftronger reſolnmtions in the 
proſecations 
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To the Reader, 


proſecutions attending ſo glorious and eters 
:4ll an inheritance, not to looſe or hazard 
the ſame for 4 few tranſitcyy lying vanities, 
Then remember thoſe in thy beſt thoughts 
* &y whoſe means this hath been conveyed 
' HF wntotheeby 
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Thy unworthy ſervant 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 
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, ! To the Book, expreſſing the Sum 
thereof. = 


& ERAPHICK wigs it firſt aſſumes to flie, 
Saints all among, who are both great and ſmall, | 
Amoints their eys, Heavens eye-ſalve with,toſee 3 
The wonder great it d1th preſent toall; 

f fo How ther great peace freeing them ſo from thral, 
|. AMAecquittedfullby Heavens moſt highDecree, 
Front florms and tempeſts all bath ſet them free ; 

Cruſhing for th:m,Sin, Hell, Divel, Death,and all; 
How then their mounting,ſad,aud chargin 8 SFates, 
. By ebbs and flows of frong and heavenly graces, 
With ſor ſweet Joys and ſighs he interlaces; 
It tels them till they come to Heavens gates, 
Redoubling forge thex helps them how to ſcale 
The Heavens, and lifts them up withis the veil. 
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GRACE 


; Leading unto 


| LORY. 


II A41:th feeth: all ahh 
NS worldon fireavho- 
ly. 7erome' thoughe 
he alwaics heard 
| | the ſound of the 
laſt Trum pet ſoundieg'in his ears, 
$ ariſe ye dead aud come to "Judge- 
ment : and therefore ſuns Ats ads 
- { ons, affections, and meditations; 
according to. the report oÞ:thas 
monbrfaf aud, matcbleſſe atintiv as 
B : 
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Grace leading 
tion : yea, and helpeth ir ſelf in 
all the exigents of this like , with 
ſupportation and {trength to paſſe 


- through all the afflictions and oc- 


currences thereo1, with the excel- 
lent ſurm;ounting choughtrs of the 
Lite and Glory to come. VVhere- 
in my defire was, now, in the de- 
cayiwg by this our earthly houſe, 
and ot all outward things, to ſtir 
up both my {ſelf and others to me- 


ditate'upon the more high and en- 


during ſubſtances which fade not 
away butendare for ever. Now 
the'engof faith being the ſalvati- 
or of our ſouls. ,: that grand buſt» 
nefle we have to agitate and eye 
in all our ations, being in all, to 
plor- tot -poſlefiion. of that cter- 
nall-gloty promiſed, reerved for 


Sis % 2 


I CORY 
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us8 thie heavens :  whereunto by .{;. 
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| the unworthieſt of all to meddle 
q- in ſo highand tranſcendant a Sub- 
 jeR ) by Gods aſſiſtance under- 
g took to lanch torih the frail 
barque of my weak- endeavours 
into this great and vaſt Ocean, . 
' knitting rogether ſome old and 
new ſtore gathered from ſome of 
our-late moſt eminent and ipt- 
ritual Divines, touching the grear 
and ſtrange operations of the bleſ-= 
ſed Spirit, as he afſures ſalvarion 
' unto glory: even untill rhoſe þ 
ſtrange and extraordinary fighings 
and groanings which he ftirreth 
' . up' in the Saints, longing to the 
+ full enjoyment of heavenly Glo- 
| ry." Honey we know 1s gathe- 
- redont of the ſweets of diverſity 
_ of ſweet flowers; and what 1s - 
', fweeter then honey, or the honey- 
x Comb, 1ave'Gods word, which 
+ iKi/fiveanciſe far furmounts all 
& > Aroindtic®' frapranties and 
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Grace | eading 


ſweets whatſoever. Therefore 
we, even our of diver fity of gifts, 
may pick out much: tweetnefle 
and delight , finding ſome rari- 
ties, and mych ſtrength therein, as 


- a bunch of arrows knit together, 


is of more ſtrength than one or 
wo of them. VVheretore as, 1 
Sam. 14, 27. Tonxathan baving 
taſted a little honey on the end 
of his rod, had his fight revived : 
$0 no queſtion, it we pleaſe to put 


forth-our ſelves to 'lick deeply of 


this enſuing honey pot, vented in 
this diſcourie , we may alſo by 
Gods bleſſing , attain to have our 
e16s further fo arvinted and clea+ 
red with this eye ſalve,as we ſhall 
ſo mych; the more cleerly. fee ite 
things; wvitible, taſting how gra- 


tious the Lord is, who before. the 


toundation of all the. world, had; 
provided, for us, eternall habitati- 
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Uyto Glory, "= 
ing glorious mani{zons for ever : 

and fo be ſtirred up unto ſo much 

J the more thaskfulneſſe, unto rhe 

-}j4.- everlaſting praiſes of our good 

| God, who hath done and Riill 

| - doth for us {> aboundantly above ' 
| alltbat we areable either to think | 
| 

| 

, 
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orſ{peak: ſo becomming tie more 
'* perte&t upon earth of cur ever? 
laſting work' in heaven, wht- 
leſt, not certain of any thing here, 
we reft aſſured of what we ſhall 
"| © enjoyeternally there. For, 
| Certain it is, That we cau ze- 
wer yeeld to part with this life, un- 
| . til. we be afſuredof a bitter ; and 
| that the aſſurance of the certaintie 
| andexcellencie of that futuve glori- 
ons Eſtate: to come tn Heaven for e- 
ver, 1s the' onely Antidote wnto a 
'y Beleever, ito make him out face * 
. Death, looking beyond it, and all o- 
ther. 4ncident croſſes tn the way unto 
i; As we” know Saint Paul did, 
ES. who 
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who ſeemed to take care for this 


Grate leading 
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onely one thing (as the ſum of all 
things ) to know Chriſt, the vertue 


of his RefurreCtion, & the fellow- 


ſhip of his afflictions, being made 
conformable unto him in Death ; 
i by ayy means he might attain 
unto the Reſurrection of the dead, 
Phil.3.10,11.This ſeems alſo that 
oe thing which holy David deſs- 
red, and ſays, he would require, that 


| be might amell in the houſe of the 


Lord all the days of hiy life,to bebold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to Viſit 
bis temple , to be hid tn the ſecret 
place of bis Pavilion, and to be ſet 
wpor a Reck, Pſal, 27.4,5. Thata 
day ig Gods courts is better than a 


- thouſand every where, Pal, 84. 
. And in another place ( eying Hea- 
» ven andthe glory to come ) he af+ 
firms, that a thouſand years, in 


Gods fight, are. but as yeſtcrday,\ 


anda atch inthe night, Plal.90%. = 
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; Unto Glory: 

v.4.And Plal.39. 6.when he hath 
ſhewed that man walketh.ina vain 
ſhadow , diſquieting' himlelf in 


_ vain,with heaping up theſe earthly 


things, headds; And aow, Lord,what 
wait 1 for ? mize hope 1s even it 
thee. So, Job 19.25. he there flies 
out in the midicit of all the rem- 
peit of his attlitions, ſupporting 
himſelt with (the hope of the lite 


and glory to come;and his intereſt 


therein ; ' For { am ſure that My Re- 
geomer liveth, &c, And what 15 
more trequent inall the Scriptures 
than ft1]1 ( upon all occations ) tg 
raiſe up our thoughts trom hence 
unto Heaven? | will onely anftance 
a few-more places : that, 2 Thela, 
7, He comforts that diſtrefied e+ 
ſtats they were in, wiph that ever» 
laſting reſt, they ſhould enjoy , 
when the Lotd:Jeſus ſhould ſhew 
himſelt from heaven , .,uyth his 
mighty Augels, in flaming-tire.6s 
ba; gainſt 
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Grace leading 
ainft wicked men &r, when be 
ſbal come to be glorified in bis 
ſaints, and made marvellous in' all 
| them that belteve. and 2 Per. 3.13. 
| after he hath ſpoken of the heavens 
My _ © and the earth to be burnt up, and 
| renewed, which now are, he adds, 
i But we look for new heavens, and a 
aew earth, ( according to bis pro« 
miſe ) whereia dwelleth righteouſ- 
zefs.And Chriſt in all his exhorta- 


— 


Revelation, till points them unto 

thoſe glorious things- to come ; 

where he promiſeth the overcom- 
ers, To eat of the tree of life, which is 

in the midae ft of the Paradife of 

God : not to be overcoine of the ſes 

cond death : to have a Crown of life: 

" to eat of that Manna which is bid : 
to bave a white ſiowe, and new 

aames writien upon them : to write 
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City of God, the now Teruſalem » 
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tions to the ſeven Churches in the. 


= thr the new name of God, and ' 
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aud to fit nith bim ## bis Throne, 
as he overcame, and ſitteth with the 
Father in bis Throne, All which I 
have onely named, to ſtew a 
olimpſe of that ſupport the Scrip» 


 rures afford in genera}, for com- 


fort againſt affli&ions here ; and 
whatewith the former darling 
Saints , in the ancicnt rimes ( 1n 


- the days of their fleſh) have ſtayed 
and ſupported themlelves : and to ' 


ſhew that 1n all our deſtra&ions 


- Preſent, Pe mu ſoundly anchor 172 


heaven, ere we can find true comfort 
upon earth ; or be threughly armed 
anainft thefear of death. 

To which effe& it 1s written 


. Heb, 2,14. That foraſmuch as the 


children were partakers of fleſh 
and blood , Chriſt himſelf alſo 
likewiſe took part with them, 
that he might deſtroy through 
death, him that had the power of 
death,thar is the Divel;and that he 
3 RS | might 
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—— — _—_— 


might deliver all them, who 
through fear of death, were all 
their lite rime ſubje# to bondage, 
In which cafe, we muſt not look 


upon death alone, witnout Chriſt, 


who by his death hath pertumed 
the grave for us;otherwiſe (withs 
out him ) it 1s 2 paſſage onely.un- 
ro the King of terrours and ever- 
ſting death ; but as it 1s ſubdued 
- by Chriſt : as it is # Coy, 15, 
{wallowed up tn victory: O Death, 
where t thy ſling 2 QGrave,where 


& thy vifortezand as it is a ſmooth 


" Paſſage unts heaven and bleſſed. 
-  neffe, to go homCunto our fathers 
houſe: as it 15 a ſleep after the 
weary toils of this life ; a gather- 
ing unto our people and fathers 
again, from whence for a while we 


have been eſtranged : and as itisa. 


paſſage from mortality, to put on 
immorgglity,to be ſwallowed 'up 
of lite, 


| Geathy 


Thus muſt we look upop | 
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death,” as upona ftinglefſe Ser- 
pent; which now onely affrighes, 
bur hath no ſting to hurt ; and as 


- upon our beſt friend, who rids-us, 


1 a moment, for ever, of all thoſe 
Amalekites, and vexing Perrizttes, 
( thoſe fins and cares ) as thorns 
jn our fides; that, as Sampſoz, 
we may be contented to loſe our 
lives with thefe Philſizms : of all 
which, and the like -vexations 
whatſoever, we may then confi- 
dently: and rejoycingly fay., as 
Moſes did of thole Egyptian Per- 
ſgcutors of the.Church of God, 
Exod. 13. 14. Fear ye #0 : ſtand 
ſttll and behold the ſalvation of the 
Lord, which he will ſhew' you. this 
day; for the: Egyptians whom you 
bave ſeen this day, ye ſhaft. never 


ſee theys agatu, a. wonderiull com» 


fart to be treed from all at once; 
: And ir ſeems, that the Saints 1n - 

Scripture , upon their xemovall 

zh ; hence 
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. hence, make thus much good, in 
their unmoved departures, How 


quietly did /acob and 7oſeph die, - 


having finiſhed all their earthly 
bufineſs 2 with whai peace did 
Hoſes and Aaror die in their ap- 
pointed Mounts. And what ſhall 
we ſay of holy David. 1 Chron, 
29. 10. Who departed hencefſo 
chearfully bleflingGod, afcer-that 
he had given order for the Temple 


building : and old Barz:ilas,when 


he would no more remain” at 


Court, craves leave to gohome - 


and die; all whom with .Stevez 
(amongſt a ſhower ' of ſtones } 
faw- unto the other fide of Death, 
fo making a peaceable reſignati- 
on of ehis life, ro-exchange it for 
a better. And {o I make noqueſti- 
on others may, if their whole lite, 
hath been ſo ſpent. in meditation, 
and engrofling the Scripture com - 


torts againſi that. day. . But 'yet 


the 


F'; 
% 


Unto Glory, _ ns 
the {ureſt,and moſt Ilaftigg com- 
tort againſt that.encounter, 15,"to 
be often ( every day) waſhed in 
the fountain of Chriſts bluod, with 


—} — 


the ſeaſonable right application 


of his evcrlaſting Righteouſneſfle 
unto the ſoul, which will Com- 
tort, that we being in him , and 
he in us, by 'the habitation of 
his ſpirit, That there is no Con- 
dempation to ſuch, Rem.8_1, And 
that they already fir with him 
their head in* heavenly places. 
Epbeſ. 2. 6, When betxg tranſ- 
formed into bu Leſſedimage from 
Glory to Glory 73 thus life, and ha- 
ving'put on the Lord Jeſps in all. 
his holy vertues, being thereby 
pertakers of the Divine nature. 2 
Pet. 1.3. they need not to fear, 
but 4ctng trenſplanted from nature 
to Grace and planted with him in 
regeneration, unto the pmilitude of 
his deatb,but they ſhall be alſo made 


like 


Ci 


Grace leading 
like nnto the ſ1militude of his Reſar- * 
ref10n, Rom. 6. 54 SO that Chrift 
the head, = in heaven, he 
muſt of neceſſity quicken and 
draw all his members after him, 
aho is ſaidto be the RefſurreRi- 
oh and the lite. Tohz 11. 25. and 
therefore muſt raiſe and quicken 
all again, | 
But this is not our intended 
work at this time to treat of death 
( though I have bordered upon it, 
and could not ſhun it, it ſtanding |} 
ſo juſt inour way , as we are now #4 
in our journey towards life) but to | 


outface it, look through and be- # 
yond it, at the Certainty and ex- | 
cellencte of beaven aud the glory to 


come , thereby to arm us againſt *: 
it, that we may lee what d royall | 
exchange we ſhal make, with part- 
ing from our earthly houſe, torTha# 
building not made mith hawdf, bi 
eternall in the beavess : "inthe Can». | 
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Unto Glory, 


rainty of which building ( as I 
rake it ) there 15 a Dowble certainty. 
I. 'Che Certainty of the thing, that 
there is fuch a building: 2. Our 
Certatnty of attaining unto zt, For 
the firſt, 


| The Certainty , that there 1s ſuch 4 


p 
"8 


þ 


4 
. FY 

F.. 
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b) 


Place as Heaven, 


'Will be fhort therein ; for be- 
ſides what tte Scriptures ſpeak 
thereof, which ſhould abundantly 
{atisfie us,and which is wonderfull 
large, The whole frame of Nature «t 


| ſelf, proclatms nith a loud voice, 
{ That there ts ſuch a place and mans 


ſion of Eternitie,called Heaven; the 
Eternal dwelling of God, Angels, © 
and bleſſed ſouls departed : which 
Baildixg.even the outſide thereof, 


| Daud,Plal.s, admires ; O Lord, 
} how?excellent is thy Name in all 


cheworld! which haſt fer thy glo- 
IFICYA | ry 


—*S- 
kl En 


Grace leading 


——__ 


—_ —_— —_ i. 


Ty above the heavens : When I be 

hold thine heavens, even the work 
ot thy fingers, the moon, and the 
ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; 
What is man, fay I,&'c. And Pfal. 
1941. There he ſhews, that the hea- 


vens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament ſhews the work . 
of his hands, day and night utter- 
ing the fame, running through all 


ſpeeches and languages unto the 
ends of the world : wherein he 
| hath ſera Tabernacle for the Sun, 
which compaſſeth round the 
/ Whole earth in a miraculous man; 
ner:which carthnow by the migh- 
ty power and word of God, inthe 
middle of the heavens ftands, ſup. 
-ported and hanging upon nothipg, 
All which Gods wonderfull and 
maryellous works, proclaim-the 
miraculous dwelling place of the 
Almighty in heaven, provided, a+ 


bove all his viſible works co'wel> þ 


come 


Unto Gloy, | 


come and entertaln man, 1in,b« fore 


- and (after the Reſurreion } for 
_ ever, Whercin Fazth whoſe na- 


tureis ( likea Vine) to take hold 
of every little help ( beſides the 
SCriptures )even by ſtrength of 
naturall, reaſon, takes advantage 


to fortifie it ſc]t by thar, Ever 


Natuge it ſelf might lead 44 unto 


4 the God of Nature, and of all things 


by a ſirong argument, drawn trom 
cur mortality and change : from 
whence it- ftrongly concludes, 
The Creation of man, and Conſe- 
quently, of The whole frame of n4- 


| tare , thus. 


* J'7 


Whatſoever bath a being tnat* 
pexdent of it ſelf, were able alſo 


———C——T—— C :c 
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Argu- 


by wirtue of that ixdependency 02 
.and being , to have kept. #7 ſelf courſe of 


"52 that being from mutability 
« 1 and change: 2 13150! 


(\'), 1 But wo creature (zce theere- 5A 
1” avon. eVer yet bad that power by 
Ya EC 


" Urriue 


ils 


Rature, 


7 proving 
the Rie- 
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Virtue of its being, to have kept 
| #t ſelf tu being from 5 
and chant. | 
Therefore, .it had a c reator, 
which & the Almighty Jehovah, 
enely able to give a bring to bis 
word, the- ſame for ever: Alpha 
_ aud Omega. 

And thus we leave T; be Certainty 
4 the butldiag:to draw near there- 
' fore untothe building it felt, and 
The Cer tainty of our knowledge of @ | 
future glorious eft are therein for e- | 
 ver,attatnable by ws, k 

Godin Trinity, blefſed for e- 
vermore , who had ſufficiently 
from all ctcrnity lived inall+Glo- 
f 4: £y and. Contentation : being that 

BP . infinite -—r————_— Ren tip e- 
| 20 tv 39 = png from che and 

4" before the earth & works thereof 
; were made”, minding at length to 
-/ have 2 Creature made , which 
| honldbea his image, be Lord - 
a 


<< ——— v-— - 


T gain bisexcellEcies,at length to be 
y - Taken up from the earth into heg«+ 
VE tor ever,jnto the aſſociation & 
participation of the heavelyQuire 
of Angels,in his fulneſs of rime(e- 
ven thenrejoycing in the habitable 
_ partofthe earth, having his deltght 
with the ſons of men in reſolution 
and intention created, Prow,8+27,) 
prepared the heavens, and fer his 
compaſs upon the deep, eſtabliſh» 
ed the clouds above, when. he con- 
+ firmed the-fountainsof the deep, 
 hadgivena decree tothieSea,that it 
 ſbouldnot pafle his Commande- 
' ment, and appointed the toundati- 
' onsoftheearth, having furniſhed” 
| theheavens with all the hoſts of 
' them, and theearth with all uſe- 
full creatures therein, fitted for 
recreation, comfort, and delight 
of kis vew. gueſs to. be created z 


C 2 at 
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atlength, ( when all things were 
ficted for him ) created Har, his 
laſt and greateſt work of wonder : 
for whoſe ſake, and for reflexion 
_ ofhis glory, in inioying of his 
works of wonder, all theſe things 
creared before him, were given to 


him, theſe viſible heavens with all I 


the creatures ſhewed unto him, 
with a uſe of, and inſight in them: 
and mani{eRation and revelation 
C after his fall) of a Heaven of 
Heavens, the manſion ofthe. Be- 
atifical Viſion ( revealed in the 
Scriptures ) wherein he ſhould at 
lengch be received, havirg finiſh- 
ed his courſe upon carth-: called, 


for the ſablimiry*and exceeding. 


heizhrthercof, Gods dweling place, 

The high and lojty place of Wim mho 
t#habiteth eternity, Iſa. 5 7e-15d/ 
and by St. Paul, 4: building a0. 
made witB havas, but eternal in the 
beavens, of the afltragce whereof? 
ey | he 
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. he ſpeaks confidenely:For we know, 
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8c. and this 15 put withour all 
- peradventure. 2 Cor, 5. 1, For 
( ſaith he ).ye kaow : aud therefore 
:n this we jigh earneſtly : wherein 
there is a Certa:nty fer down, That 
in this life we may come to be afſ- 
ſured of a future glorious eſtate to 
come, (faith he ) we know. 
Therefore, though Aalreadie we 
be come near, and on onr way to 
.view this glorious Building , zot 
made with hazxds : yet {eeing wec 
are a prettie diſtance off ir, (.t9 
comfort our ſelves in our way 
thither ) ket us take a brief ſurvey 
of this Knowledge St. Pas} ſo con- 
-fidently ſpeaks of, what it is. [ For 
wekxow: | In unfolding whereaf 
. (if I benor miſtaken ) theſe four 
things will diſcover it. 1, 4 De--;4,. _ | 
ſcription of the Qualification and: | 3 
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3 3. How wt may kw that we know + 
what we rovanyy 4. How to trie the 
* wrruth of what we kxow, from that 
which is but a roanterfett thereof ; 
By help whereof, we may by 
Gods bleſhig attuin to the kndw- 
ledge here meant. For the Firſt, 
x The) Sudjet? wherein it reſides -. 
uſually, Qatar 
thereof. 


© There commonly. uſhers th 
ſame 4 ſtrozg Conviftion, called 
by our Saviour, Joh. 16. $. The 
Conviftion of the Spirit , which 


there is ſaid to be Threefold s i. £ 


2 Convinting of Sin, 2, Of Rrgbte- 
3 


Aion rf eN Now 


ph . 


ouſweſs. © 3. Of Iudgement ; then 
there is F full way Fl pened tint 
this knowled fpoleet ” of (we 
br this 1. Conveft- 

ce muſt kndw, That there is 
nibing 5 in this world fo difpcatr, 
then to convmie w of For two 


——— | "I 


EE —— 


Unto Choy... 


things, 1, How wicked we are,and 
how-' goo God #&,, which is the 
ſum of the rwo firſt convictions, 
eo Convince us of theſe tworhings, 
I, How out of meaſure ſinful þz 
&, Hew miſcrably beſotted we 
are with it, in this our depraved 
nature : in how great danger We 
art thereby of everlaſting damna- 
tion : how dangerous it 15 to retein 
it : how inſupportable the bur- 
then thereof would be, without 
Godsigreat mercy to us; and that 
the ſooner we leave it, is, and will 
be the berter for us. 

But the ſecond is greater then 
this, { for tt is aneafier matrer £0 
throw 'us down, then to rarſe us 
up again being tailen ; the Divel) 
wall help co pulls down, 
and | keep us: {o being gdejected;, 
Waen he lees ws a going. } But to 
cammunce us, that notwahRanding 


all thismlery char we arcin, Ther | 


C4 there 


2 Cenvi. 
Rion of 
6 IÞPi - 


Lit. 
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there i an everlatiing righteouſ- 
zeſſe attainable , freely purchaſed 
for us, and given unto ys of tree 
gite; by Chriſt who hath redeem- 
ed us from death and condemnaii- 
on, ſatisfied the fathers Juſtice 
unto the full, infinuely far in va- 
lue beyond all the fins of the 
world, who, being the onely be 

_ gotten ſon of God, aſſumed: our” 
flaſh, and in that nature hath ap+ 
peaſed divine juſtice; ſo ashence- 
forth ; whoſoever will lay:down 


——_— ——_—__—G_— 


and enfigns of their diſobedience; 

- +: > - beleevemnhim, and ſue forth their 
2 45. pardon, living, and being/hereatter 

* :,,, governedby the laws of his 'King- 
dome, like* good fubjeRts ſub- 

_ _ mitting -. themſelves thereunto., 
 _ - that they ſhould have. a par- 

IF don of all their fins and. inhes 
rit eternall life :; -having- free 
dame to rome and drink frer- 


, 
. 
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the weapons of their rebelliog ; * | 
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ly of the water of life. Of all 
which ( anda great deal more) 
the ſpirit convinceth us of : Be- 
cauſe Chriſt ( our ſurety) is at 
liberty, having paiedall our debts, 
and returned in our nature and” 
fleſh into heaven , now tet down 
at the right hand of the father , 
| pleading our cauſe, and making 
1 good there his purchaſed gedemp- 
tion, by his contmuall intercef- 
ſion for us in heaven, putting ſweet 
| incenſe and odors into our pray- 
» &- ers, that they may be accep- 
7 ted. 7/68 +---3%E 
7 - But this isnot all, for yet a main 
-] thing remains, though we be con- 
>  vinced of the forementioned two 
caing :. yet here are The. ſozs of 
Anat to be encountred yith, 
_ Principalities .and powers towrefile 
4gainft, ſtrong: oppoſitions with; 
in;and without-us,of the worla,the | 
Fleſh ; and the Drivel , concerning | 
| x p. 
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our contiflaance and holding ont 

unts the end, in all theſe tumules, 

we are to paſſe through and war 

— againſt ſo many dangerous ene- 
ona; Mics, Here then in the next place, 
enofthe COMmes that third conviction of the 
Spirs. Spirit, to convince our beſt judge- 
ments, that our fears are 1a vain, 

and that we fhall notwithſtanding 

ail the rubs in our way, overcome 

all. and triumph over all as Chriſt 

our head hath done for us, ſo ſhal 

we conquer all m him : as itis 

Rom, $8, nay, that in all cheſe things 

BS, we are more than conquerours jn 
him who hath loved Us. For 
the Prince of this world is judged: 

©, meaning,thar as a condemned man 

no power, no ſentence, no 

voice, no freedome, but is limited, 

bound, and manacfed : fo is it with 
the Divell, who is judged, chain- 
ed, 2nd ferrered up from farting 
us; 2nd therefore that Chriſhashe 
, Is 
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is the Author, ſo he will be the ſs- 


 aiſher of var faith, Heb, 12, 2, 


And that Chrift will not fail, nov 
be diſtouraytd, wntif be bring 
forth judgement unto ViRory; that 
is, plant in us ſkch a victorious 
ſanRification in the ſoul , which 
ſhall overcome 41!l adverſe 


ers in its way betwixt us and hea- 


vet. This is that third Coxov8rox 
of the ſpirix , where with the wo 
tormer, going on in a holy frame 
of ſan&ification itn newnefle of 
life, then bur ſonls are foundly 
ſeaſoned, than are we rightly qua- 
lified, ro know that which is the 
fecond thing propounded : That 
we may tometo kyow, and be ufſu- 
red of a futwre glorious eftave to 
come : which knowledge our Sa- 
vioarcalleth, life eternall : Toba 
1:2, To kxow God thus te- 
veated in the High perfeCtions of 
Feſus Chriſt, in a Practical ways 

= which 
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the father. Collafs, 3+'1.- 
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which-we may certainly attain un- 
to;as it is clear by the whole cur- 
rant of the Scriptures: and thoſe 
many gratious promiſes,and many 
trials of the ſame intereſt we have 
in, ſet down to examine our ſelves 
by,al which were in vain,if poſuch 


- . certainty. of our future eftate to 


come were attainable.But toname 
a few trials onely , paſſing by the 
Promiſes, which ate ſo aboundant, * 


( #e know). 
. | Bytheſe ſigns as ;of having the 
fperit of Chre# , or elle ro: be 
none of his. Rem, 8. 9. In our zot 
walking after the fieſh but after the 
ſpirit. Rom. $, 1, Ok, our being 
new creatures, 2 Cor, 5.17, Ot 
endeavouring to purifie our {elvgs 
even as he is pure 1 109x, 3. 2,0t 


having heavenly mounted affetions 


where Chri # 4 at the right hand 'o 
Ot beigg 
tranſlated 


tranſlated from death to life } be- 


— — — — — — 


cauſe we love the brethren, lohs, 4. 


113. Ot loving one another , va7. 


By conformity with bim in bu ſufjes 
71:25. Rom, 6, 5. Of purting on 
the Lord Jeſus, and making zo pro- 


<ifion for tbe fieſh to fulfill the luſts 


thereof. Rom. 13 F* 14. Of berng par- « 
takers of the DiUVize nature, in be- 


ing full of gratious' goodnefſe, ha- 


ving eſchewed that corruption which 


'# in the world through luſt : 2 Pet. 


I.:3. whereby, and many other 


- the like Trials,whereunto gratious 


excecding rich ard precious pro- 


riſes are belonging. *True ( like 


God himiclt ). we may come to 
know and have aflurance of a fu-; 
rare” glorions eſtate to come 1n 
che-heavens, baving theſe and other 
the like qualifications (all of them 
branches of The zew Creature} as 
wimefles of the ' truth of our ſas; 


 Hification, in Our renewed eſtate, 


following 
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following upon our ju#:fication, 
which ( it intruth ) is inſepara- 
bly accompanied with ſan#ifica- 
zrox , {ſpreading it ſelf yoiverſally 


through all,all rhe parts, and pow- | 


_ ers, and faculties of ſoul and bo- 


dy,though in every part not total - 
ly renewed. And then in the next 
place. 


. (emay know that weknow ) + 
þ hb ways, 1 By Goas ſpirit 


witneſſing with our ſpirit, that 


W were the children of God, Rom.8 


16. 2 By the immediate teſtimony 
of the ſpertt ſometimes by it ſelf 6+ 
lone, not juuing with our ſpirits, 
er the word, VV hich are both meg- 
tioned. 1 /abx, 5. 7, 3, For there 


are three which bear record in 


beaver, The Father, The Son, and 
The Hely Gho#t and theſe threeare 
ore : and there are three which 


theſe 


=» 


p. 
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theſe three agree in.one; in diſco» 
very whereof, it may a little help 
us in this great buſineſſe, To di- 
ſtinguiſh theſe witneſſes, how and 
when they witueſle, The witneſle 


of Gods ſpirit, from the witnefle . 


of our ſpirit npon earth ; andbe- 
twixt the immediate witnefſe of 
The Spirit ( as1t were) immedt- 
ately ſrom heaven : from the wit- 
nefle of the ſame ſpirit, with our 
ſpirits, which may help to clear 
this (in ſhew ) intricate diſcove- 
ry, under corre&tion I take, 
t.The Witneſs of our Spirit, © 
- To be nothing elſe, but The Re- 
fleHizg Teſtimorzy or Anſmer of a 
£ood Conference 1# our ſincere T 
right walking according ento the 
Rules preſcribed 13 the word of Gad, 
whereof it ſeems St. Pas!{peaks, 
AR.24:15. of his keeping 2 
Conſcience before God and Men, 
< ion 


© * Grace leading 
&Rion both of the juſt and she un» 
juſt, And 704 3 it, This whole chap- 
cer is nothing elle but the Witneſs 
of his Spirit, in his Uprightneſs 
_ and fincerity of his Obedience 
throughaurt the Commandements. 
So David, Plal.18.20, he makes 
uſe of the Witnefle of his Spirit, 
teſtifying his Obedience and Up- 
rightnefle. And ſo 1 Sam, 12.3.'he 
makes uſe ot the Witne le of his 
Spirit this way unto the people, 
clearing himſelf from oppreſhon 
and briberie | Whoſe Oxe or 
whoſe Afle have I taken> Or to 
whom have I done wtong ? ] And 
the whole Church it ſelfe 1s 
brought .in clearing . her ſelfe, 
though ſhe were beaten. down in- 
to the Den of Dragons (as it were) 
and. covered with the ſhadow of 
death, Pſal.4.4.17.That forall this 
ſhe had not deal: falſly in the Co- 
venant, nor ſtretched aut her hands 
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Unto Glory, 


to looke after a ſirange God: 
whereby-1t ſeems, that there isa 
twofold Wuinefleof our Spirit. 


The witneſs of oar Sperit 11 a Calm, 
The witneſs thereof in a Tempe, 


The farmer whereof, is with+ 
out difliculty and ordinary; the u- 
{uall anſwer, and refleQing reſti- 
mony of a good conſcience , di- 
ieted upon all. occafions by the 
rules of the-word,when we are not 
hardly and fore put to it, by grie- 
vous trials, of diflertions, damps, 
intermiſſions of the fpirir, and the 
like, with -fore long-:and heavy 
crofles: then our ſpirits witnefle 
goes On ina Calm, before:itcome 
to fore; trials, But - when. God 
ſeems to.trown and lowr\upon us, 
the .comforts, and our refreſhq 
wonted teeltngs to. decay: wi 
God ſeems to beat. us:.witly the 
Rroaks of an. eemy "> fight a- 


gainſt 


a 


*p 
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gainſt us, when he ſcems covered 


with.a cloud that our prayers 
ſhould nar paſſe through, and the ' 
{pirit, with his reporcs and com- | 
forrs, with draweth himfelf for a 
while ( as /eremy ſpeaketh ) like a 
waſering man that cannot help in 
a itrange land, Then our ſperets 
are hardly pur to ir, to hold out 
and make uſc of the ſtrength of 
our ſpirits witneſs, in thoſe extre- 
mitzes, ' as that inſtance of the 
Church named, Pſal. 44. which 
was thenin a great fkerm and yet 
held out with as great Grength : 
and it ſcems David was in a great 
Storm, Pal, 77. when yer he 
communed with his own heart,and 
__ made diligent ſearch, be- 
ing.hardly-pur to '& to diſpute 
ie calo of Gods goodacfle unto 
, erehe come to ſec his info>- 


tl muty. And ob, 14. there it is 


ſhewed whara wonderfull frair 
' His 
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His Spirit was put to, ere he 
brake forth, with that wonderfull 
admirable expreſſhon of his Re- 
deemer, ver- 23. which inſtances 

| may ſerve , ts thew the exigents 
our ſpirets are many times put to 
in ſtorms, ere Gods ſpirit come 
to witzeſſe with our (pirit, that 
we are the children of. God. 
Now when the ſoul is rightly 
qualified, having theſe internall 
indowments of obedience and fin- 
cerity, { reflexes of a holy con- 
verſation ) when i believes in 
theſe ſtorms and ſtreights, and up- 
on beheving , the heart encount- 
ersand Clofes with the promiſes, 
joying in them, & hoping for mer- 
, for all theſe ſtorms, and in 
middeſt of theſe exigents, belie- 
ving one contrary in another, the 
comes uſually ( 1 ſay nor- that 
never wimeſſcth with our fpipits, 
but then wh ch-were too bigh a 
Weyl D 3 Point 
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point for: me to meddle in, ) 


2; The witntſſe of Gods ſpirit , 
witneſſing with our ſpirits. 


' To diſcover bus comforts.afrelh , 
thatthings and promiſes beleeved, 
are t;ulyſo indeed; that we dre the 
children of God; that fleſb and blood 
hutbaotrevealed theſethings unto 
21 , ' but God' by the habitation of 


hu ſparit ; that theſe ſupernatutall 


endownients, and bakuts of "grace 
we bave: attained, asithey are from 
Hearuen iſo they ſhall at length 
bring wm thither ; and that we ſhall 
grow 42 Grace, fromGrace. 40 Grace, 
aunt; betranſformed from Glory to 
Glory; by the ſelf-ſame ſpirit. ' 2 
Cor. 3145. Beautifying dayly 
Gods tmage.tn us, pho hath wrought 
- theſamermm, 'aud that weccanner 
nor ſhall ever periſh , but boldont: 
untothe end, and. at lexgth be 
YT . cd , - youu 
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-Unto Glory, 
14iſed up with all Saints to eternal 
glory for ever, Wherein the ſpi- 
rit elevates and raiſcs the comfore 
and aſſurance of The witneſſe of our 
ſpirits, roa much higher degree 
of aſluragce and conſolation, ma- 
king deeper and more laſting af- 
ſaurance, and impreſhons ot our 
comforts, with additions of new 
Joies, and by his conſtant reveal - 
ing unto us, the ule and mifteries 


, of Chriſts high perfe&tions and 


actions when he was upon carth ; 
and now in heaven, interceding for 
us at the right hand of the father; 
he doth thereby (Che dwelling and 
abiding in us, and we: having al- 
ſented, untoand belecved the pro- 
miles ) Seal all unto.us:;, with rhe 
holy ſpirit of promiſe, which is the 
earneſtpf our inheritange , untill 
the redemption of [the poflefion 
purchaſed unto the praiſe: of his: 
glory, Eph. 1. 13- which earneft” 
2M; D 2 of 
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of neceſſity muſt be made good, 
by his conſtant and perpetuall aſ- 
fiſtance of us ,. dwelling in us, 
firengthening of us with revela- 
tions ſuitable and ſeaſonable unto 
all our exigents : In which caſe, 
though the ſpirit dwell in us, 
witoefſe, and have ſealed us up, 
unto this day of Redemption, 
with an indetefible ſtamp. Yetare 
not his cleer revelations and diſco- 
verics always alike in degrees and 
meaſure, during theti me, for we 
have many interruprions, diflerti- 


9 O———— 


ons, ecltpſes of damps, ſometimes 
(in his retixings for our good ) a& 


ter which his teſtimony revives a- 
gain, with more laſting joys and 
comforts after his ſeeming ab- 
ſence and hiding -of himſelf , ſut- 
tering ſomerimes our ſupport to 
be, By the witnefſe of our ſpirit, the 


water in our ſanfification ; the 1i8- 


cond of ehe three concurring wit- 


neſſes 


4 
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nefles upon the earth : and when 
this water is muddy ( as oh. it1s 
r00 often ſo ) as we cannot com- 
fort our ſelves thereby , having 
our evidence {o blotted; that we 
cannot read it cleerly, or torgotrets 
it, then ſuffering us-to have re- 
courſe unto the third. witnefle , 
The blood inc juſtificateon, which is 
the moſt laſting and conſtant with 
us , and wondettull (ure, a foun- 
tain ever open, running alike 
clear, pure water of lite, never 
muddie, unlefſe we by our-igno- 
rance and infidelity, « Acai mud 


thefein and trouble 'it, But yer, , 
whether the ſpirit fhine clearly in 
the ſoul witneſſing , or whether 
darkly, as he doth mapy times; yet: 
having once ſealed and fer hi 

ſtamp onus, the print thereok re: 
malns ſure for ever, ; 
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Grace leading 


Of theſe things «t bis fr i poſjeſſux 
habitation and entry in the 
ſoul, be ever aſſures and 
makes impreſſion of. \ 


= Firſt; That where he «© 2x any 
meaſure, he'always reigns ſo, as ſin 
ſha! bave no Dominion over uh. 2. 
That he will not, nor may wot by bw 
Office ( being ſent for, to be our 
Comtorter ,- Teſtifier of Chriſt 
Jeſus! and Revealer of, and Lead- 
er of us in all Divme Traths ) re- 
move bis anelling finally from as ; 
though 'he withdraw bu offi fing 
Comforts and feelings of his Preſence 
hen we grieve and vex him; as 
friends {omtimes withdraw them- 
felves and bar us their preſence, 
upon juft difcontents given, when 
yet the conſtancy of their love is 
cheſame, to ſhine forth as clear, 
or clearer then ever, in due time, . 
; 3- That 
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3»That as]wben Chri & ſent bim un- 
ro 145 be to ourComferter,it was expes 
aient for us, Cbri # ( in his bodily 
preſence ) ſhould returz to Heater 
(to ſhew al his work was done,our 
Redemption finiſhed, Principali- 
ties and Powers, Hell and Death 
conquered ; as our Head in_our 
Nature, to take poſleſhon thereof 
for us, to make continual Interceſ- 
fion for us at rhe right hand of the 
Father, and to perfume our weak 
Prayers, offering them up with 
much {weer Odours in the golden 
Cenſer, upon the golden Altar 
which is betore the Throne, Reve}, 
8. 1,2, )ſo that it is expedient for 
for him ſometimes to ſeem to make 
' ſomeprogreſs from 113 , and abſent 
himſelf C as it were, ) 1, Tocha-» 
Riſe our negle&s of him,and gric- 
ving of him, 2. Leaſt conftancic 
ofthis preſence: ſhould make us 
{ C(likethelſraclites) loarh this hea- 
(ET venly 
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venly Manna. 3- To enhance and 
raiſe the price and valuation of his 
former Preſence and Comforts, 

» To ſet ancdge upon our de- 
fs for his return. 5, To inflame 
our love to him tte more abun» 
dantly ax his Return, with reſolu* 
tion to hold him taſter thenever 
6. To grieve him no more as we 
have done, but to ftudy how to 
cheriſh him by all means. 7. 
That his freſh renewed joys may 
far ſurmount all our ſufferings in 
his abſence, And laftly , that we 
mighr long and groan to be in hea- 
ven, where we ſhall enjoy fore- 
 verthe fulnefſe of his preſence in 
all raviſhing ſenſe .of ſurmount- 
ing joys,in the inſpeRion and ſight 


of the beatificall vifion for ever. - 


4+ In his abſence, he furniſheth us 
with variety of arguments, enfla- 
med love and ſpirituall trength in 
our endeavours , in wraſtling. in 

| prayer 
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prayer for his return : then ma- 
king large increaſe of our ſtock 
of grace, beyond pur expeQation, 


| Tſe, 60. 16. howſoever, increa- 
ſing, continuing, and perfecting 
 leaſonably ( out of his infinite 


wiſdome ) in all our vicifſitudes 
and exigents, our heavenly race, 
and guiding us with his counſel in 


[| all things, unull he bring us unto 
ll 


| 
| 
A 


glory. All which ts, for > witxeſs 
of Gods ſperet, witneſſing mith cur 


| ſperit ( in the firſt place ) That we 
are the childrez of God; But there 
| is yet areiinr, a ſecond thing. 


| The fancaties witue(ſe of the ſpirit 


( 45 tt were ) from heaven , 
without the joint reft ima» 
Hy ard joining of 
the word, &Cc, 


' Which is a more ſtrange ſad- 


den joy comming, and ruſhing in- 
ro 
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to the ſoul, with a ſurmounting 
contentation of delight, cauſing 
in 2 fuller manner ( as it were ) 
. then withia his ordinary witneſ- . 
fing our ſpirits, that peace of 
God which paſſeth all under- 
| ſtanding. Phil, 4. 7» With that Joy. 
unſpeakable and glorious, 1 Pet. 
I, $. fo that it cauſeth us as we 
read of lacos. Ger. 4.5. 27. when 
he heard overcomming reports of 
Toſephs (atety,and entertainment he 
gave, ſay [1 have enough- ] Thos 
we read of St, Aupuſtine in his 
Confeſſtons, that he had felt ſome- | 
times ſuch aſtoniſhing raviſhing | 
Joys, that if they ſhoyld have |} 
continued, be knew zot what ſhowld | 
be added thereto in the life to come; | 
buttthere complains, that they laſt- 
ed not, but vaniſhed away again 
> wh for indeed, the old veſ- *' 
' fels of onv-frail bodies', were not | 
able to contain ſuch frong.new | 
G, wen, "vw | 
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Vo -wine, but they would crack:what 
g | 2 caſe were” the djiciples! in at 

) | Chriſts transfiguration > Mark, 
fl. | 9:5, They would hays Taberna- 
of | "cles-bualt there, they were afraid, 
r. | wand kuew not what they ſaid : And 
wy. þ 2 Cor. 12.3. Paw faith of his 
+. | capture: into Paradice , whethe 

ve | tn the boay or: out of 'the body he 
en | *new. 'w0t, God be knows. This 
of | Kind of witnefle and teſtimony is & 4 
he | furc one; and mare then all the te- _. 
ns | - fimonies" of men gd Angels: * | 
when as Daved prayes,"fſal. 35.3. 

e. | God doth therewith ſay. anto our 

ng | fouls,” 1 amithy Salvatian, This is 

ve | thatzhiteſiope ot Acquittance, ac- 

41 | companied* with that: zew Name 

' written theresn which no man kxyow+ 

R- | ethſavehe whobath it, Revel. 2,17; 

:in 1 And when God dothygive nnto any 

of, I this joy, as' bythe former witnef 

ot of the Spirit with our Spirits.) he 

| affutesgy of turSalvation and fur 
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ture bappy eftate 10 come; ſo he 
doth hereby give unto us ( as ic 
were ) Livery and ſeizing of rbe 
Everlaſting joys of the bleſſed , and 
maketh unto w a kind of Heaven 
upon Eartb;that as Paul was caught 
into Paradiſe , and heard words 

unutterable ; fo a man 1n this caſe = 


feels joy uv{peakable. If wecon- 


{ider the Matter of his. joy, it is 
Certain, no man cantake it finally 
from ns. lo. 16. 2/2, Bur it we 
look unto our «apprehenfions and 
fecling of the ſame, withthe clear 
maniteſtations thereof, 1t comes 
and goes, ebbes and flowes, is loſt 
and forund 5 We rejoyce in rhe 
bope of the Glory of God ( ſaith 
the Apoſtle, ) Row, 54:24 and his 
Hape.(as be afterwards adds ) mas 
keth nor-afbamed.becaule the love 
of God 1s" ſhed abroad by. the ho- 
ly. Ghoſt which is givenys. 

It Hope then be anAnchor of the 


{oul 
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ſoul both ſure and ſtedfaft , pitch- 
ing within the Vail, Heb, 6.19, If 


. many waters cannot quench love, 


neither can the flouds drown it, 
Cant.8.7.1t the holy Ghoſt which 
is given unto us be not a Brook 
(which may be dryed, )but a Wel 
of water, {pringing up unto ever- 


& laſting life z then cannotthe water 
{ of our joy ever finally failzthough 
| many never feel the ſame in that 
| fulnefſe again, as attheir firſt con- 


verſion; and we muſt acknow- 


ledgeiteo be our own fault ( in 
| not performance of that which 
| God requireth at our hands ) thar 
# itcbbes and flowes, comes and 
{ goes ſo ofteny becauſe, as it is 


wiitten, Rejoyce evermore, 1 Thef. 
5. 16. Rejoyce alwayes ;, Agarne 
I ſay Rejoyce, Phel, 4. 4. yet WC 
labour not as we ought to be 


 thankfull, ro maintain this joy, be- 


ing carelefle and ignorant how to 
recover 
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recover the {ſweet ſenſe thereof a- 


gain, when iri appearance it 1s dimi- 
nifhes,loſt, and gone. And thus, not 
onely (We know)and(may know that 
we know ) and be aſſured of the 
certainty of a future glorious e- 


' Rateto come for ever : but now in 


ehe laſt place. 


. 


How ſhall we know that 1bis knom- 
ledge is no counterfeit Illu- 
mination, | 


| - Seeing the Divell can tran(- 


form- himſelf into an Angel of 


light, as Pharavs Magitians did tor - 


a while counterfeit 44oſes true 
miracles, Exod, 7. It, Of thisI 
ſuppoſe there are three ſure trials, 
I . By what goes before it. 2. By that 


which accompaxieth the fame when 
zt enters tnto the ſoul, withit< | 3, 


By thoſe: impreſſions this teftimony 
and joy leayes behind it upon, the 
bg. _— . 


La 
Ly 
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Unto Glory. 


ſoul, For the firſt , it is ſure'thar 
uſually long, ſore and grear affli- 


&ions, and fharp trials, uſher the 
lame, great ſufferings , and after 
much ſtriving and wraſtling , as 
Jacob obtained his new name. 
Ger, 3228. atter he had power 
withthe Angel,by wraſtling, wce- 
pitig and prayer, Hoſ.12.4, 

2. How tt comes tnto the ſoul > 
when it comes into the ſoul , ir 
comes always in the ways of Gods 
Ordinances, he will nor ſhew him- 
ſelf but in his own ways ( other- 
wile ic is not right ) with taſting 
and prayer, ſtriving and wraſtling 
againſt fin, mediration, heavenly 
conference and the like. Or 1t 


- may come inthe conſideration of 


the great works of God, as when 
David faith, Pſal, 8, 3. when I 
behold thy heavens, even -the 
works of thy fingers, the moon 


* andthe ſtars, _ thou haſt or- 


dained 
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Grace leading | 


dained, What is mari lay I, &c. 


{o this ſudden joy and teſtimony, 
may come jnto the ſonal allo by . 


gond conterences, as to the difct- 
ples travelling to Emavs, when 
their hearts burned, when Chriſt 
entred into conference with 
them, Lake, 24. 32, So this joy 
may enter into the ſoul in lame 
tuch meditatzons and conkerences, 
awelling upon the excellency of 
heavenly things compared with 


earthly, Or, when as it fell out 


with Denzel, that whileſt he was 
a faſting and praying , confefling 
bis own. fins. and the fins of his 
people, then. the man Gabriel 
(Cwham before he had ſeen in the 


ſimlitude of a mangchap. $..16,) 


came and touched him,. reparting 
how :that his prayer was heard, 
that at che beginning thereok 4be 
commandment came. forth, ang 


( faith he ) I am come to ſhew 


thee 1 
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ved. Das. 9. 23. Howſoever 
certain it is, that it alwayes 
'comes with 'the performance of 
holy duties, in Gods ways. 3, By 
what tmpreſſions, it leaves bebind 
»pox the ſoul, Extraordinary fa- 
wors from God in the ſenſe of the 
 ſmeet feelings aud raviſbings there- 
of ( /ntimating Gods love by imme= © 
diate reports of the ſpirit ) fill 
leves behind them great #mpreſ- 
ſions of humility, as Terem. 33. 9. 
he ſheweth the effe& of Gods 
woriderfull favours ſhewed unto 
them, And they ſhalt fear and 
tremble for alt the. goodueſſe , and. 
for all the wealth that 1ſhew unto 
this, City. O,faith Iſaiah, when he 
had ſeen the Lord. upon his 
Throne : Woe i5'me, for 1 am an- 
clean, 8c, for mine eyes have feew 


the Kine the Lord of Hoſts; Lia.'6. 
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to Fobs wiſh) drew near to con- 

fer with him : then he could fay, 
I have heard of thee by the hearing” 

of the ear, but now mine eyes ſeetb 

thee , wherefore 1 abhor my ſelf,and 

repent in duft axd aſhes, Job 42. 

5, This is the firft, That hamzli- 

iy imprints and leaves upon the 

foul. The ſecond is, Thankfulneſſe, 

-theſe two accompany, One an- 
other :: 44am leſſe thes the leaſt of 

all thy mercies ſaith David ; and 

Pſal. 116; 12. What ſbat 1 ren- 
der-anto the Lord for all bis bene- 

fits towards me 2 \ as though there 

were net enough to render ) [ wil 
take the cup of [atuvation and call 

«pen the name of the Lord, even 

z0w 18 the preſence of all bys people, 

And thus not . onely the ſpirit 
witnefleth with our ſpirits , that 

we are the children of God: -bur. 

allo. is. pleaſed now. and then to. * 
ſhew.himſelf, with more ip. 
tal ate 1 
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m—_ — 
. diate fironger cavidhingl joies , 
5 and teſtimonies of Gods -favour, 
7 ( as it were FF immediately trom 
; || heaven, raviſhing the ſoul, and gi- 
/ | vingithere ſometaſte (in an EX- 
traordinary manner ._) of its fu- 
- ture cternali jojes, ſo much as. - 
mortality is capable of , whereof 
' ſome oftheSaints have moſt ex- 
perience at-their firſt converfion 
19 ſuch a taſte and meaſure; -as 
perhaps they never attain in ' all 
- | theirlife, orſeldome the lice 2s _ 
- nm degree. 
= as the "Ah 
{ (thoug —_— it hath flaſh- 
{} & of  ntlecry brighiaefle, 
» | heat, and ſhining ) | whes it doth 
e, | notalwaies hin alike in'bright+ 
it | nefle, during tho clouding damps, 
t | and eclipſes thereot , -i5 till t 
ir. | ſamean T7 htehs the hedlewads 
0. * FE "on, in ough it donot 
W we = 


—————— 
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beams } ) being the | _s init ſelf, 
| ſucceſſively. never | leaving us , 
without lome + —_ the: ſpi- 
rits refidence 1 renewed ſoul, 
rs till the ſame in himſelf and us, 
ehough he ſhine not forth in our 


"I —dw_—__—___ 


* as nighe ſeaſons, alwaies alike with 


his beamas upon us, for ourcom- 
fort; yet the light thereot ſhed 
abroad, in the Acgr fortron and 
powers of the ſoul, Ril 

ens and upholds the life of Gries 
in usin its life and being : —_ 
—_— brightly upon us ag-in, 
rtable beams, when the 


ant dojdformn danke and fee< 

;that we are contented 18 live 
by farth, and wo wait the Lords 
loitue for this extraordinary fa- 
vours { for then weare: fit- | 
You th xeceive  enrachcinary "Yi 


VOBrs 


lone or wat our ſpirits, ; making 
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Unto Glory,” 


vours and mercies from God , 
when we are contented to fit 
down Saint-like at his tcet; and to 
be contented of his-allowance 
whatſoever, Deat. 33. 2: ſo that 
his conſtant . reſidence with-che 
Saints, 15 ever (one way or otaer) 
firm and perpetuall according 
unto Chriſts promiſe, \ never lea» 


| ving them +.comfortlefle zltoge- 


ther, manifeſtivg and revealing 


- himſelt unto thena in 4lt their ex- 


igents , according unto. his infi- 
nite wiſedotne for their good: me: 
king all things. work for: the beth 
wato them, Rom. 8. 28.: and al 
bis works { in his difſertions eb+ 
bings and flowings, returts,mani- 
teſtations , )* witneſſing lefle and 
more, darkly or more clearlyza+ 


all beautifull in time; when |a} 
the ends oſour. crofles ſhall meer 


| together, Erclefe 3, 22, brivging: 
bat, E _ _ mexk 


4 at 


po 
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lt 


meat from oureaters,and ſtrength 
from our ſtrongeſt crofles, brin- 
ging his marvellous light out of 
our darkneflc, and {eparating rhe 
light fromthe darknefle, as at the 
Creation, Gen, 1, 4, ſointhis new 
Creation, Which he is a perieQting 
like the morning lighr,that irmay 
ſhine more and more untill: the 
perfe@ day, Prov. 4. 18. ſoar 
his good pleaſure and at our need 
bringing all our comforts unto 
our remembrance, 7oþx, 14,26. 
yea and inhanſing and raifiag the 
eſtimation , raſte, and price of 
them daily in his fleſh and new 
Revelations for our joy and com- 
fort. I Cor, 2. 10, all whichthings 
are wrought by oneand the ſelt- 
ſame ſpirit ( as Pau -ipeaks )) di- 
— toevery man ſeverally 
as he will, 1 (or, 12 11. and gui- 


ing them -with his connſel, until 
he them unto glory,P/al:37, 
__ Js nd 


ſaves , ſweet, , more temperate, 


And thus not onely. ( #e kxow ) 
and (Kzow that we know) that the 
&nowleag of our aſſurance of a better 


 'lifeta comets 708 counterfeit, byGods 
 op-erit witnefding with Or ſperits , 


that we axe..the children. of God : 
\lometimes anz2. more high lotty 
and rare inithediate. ſtrain of ra- 


_ viſhing joyby himſelt(as'# were) 


from heaven: -and alwaies ( when 
he-pleaſerh ro: join. with, the wit- 
nefſe of our ſpirits ſometimes 
again in a {weet, more often and 
laſting manner-unto the end. - The 
differencabeing, That the former 
* @ mare ſtrong and yehement. rg- 
viſbeng joy, comming a'd felt 
rarelyupen extraordinary occaſions 
and bard trisls, making ſhort 8- 
dode with us; at. the time:, heavens 
fea ing days of: extraordinary far 
w0urs,” The other ty turns. , 12 
ſome adtvers:. degrees | and; mea- 


very 
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$8 Grace leading 
very ſure, apd holding out with ws 
oftner #n thoſe hi reports and ma- 
nifefations unto the end: ſobal- 
lancing the exceſſive webemency 
and meaſure of the former , in its 
-F GEL _— contiusance 4a 
4 the latter. us'at length by | 
[ the affi ance of this ed Fin 
wearedrawing near-to- viewrhis - 
matchlefſe Building, * nor made 
- with hands, but eternal 1n the hea? 


VERS, '* | ls 
' But O ! who & ſufficient for 
theſe chings> what tongue of Men 
or Angels can ſhewaforth: the 
ſame ? -whepefore; Oi thou great 
Archite& of wonder; who thun- 
Faure —_ —_— 
Td ry ) ich we chow 
not: Sheds wade;iha earth 
by thy power, eſtabliſhed the 
- world 'by thy - wiſedome,: :and 
ſtretched out the Heayens by thy 
difcretion,who meaſureſt the wa: 


ters 


— 
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ters by thy fiſt, who haſt com- 


prehended the duſt of the Earth 


10 a meaſure; weighed the moun» 
tains1n2 weight, and the hills in a 
ballance, who canſt make weight 
to the: winds, and weigh the VV a- 


' ters by meaſure. Thou before 


whoa all nations. are as nothing, 
and lefle thety 'nothing and vanity, 
before whom the mountains trem- 
ble and the hills melt , ar whoſe 
he theworld is burned up, and 
all chat is therein, O thou whb 


fretcheſt our the heavens like a - 


curtain, like 'a mojren looking 
slaſle; and hath fpread them [our 


-28 rEnits to/'dwell in , who haſt 


commanded( 'all their. armies, 


Couprng ing the ftars; and calling alt 
the hoſts of thern by their names; 


who leadeth-the: blind by. way! 
that they havenot known, making 
darkneſle light-before 'them.. O 
do thou take ws by the: hand, _ 


59 
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lead us along unto this heavenly | 
buildiag of thine , making dark- 
neſle light before us, who are ign0- 
rant how to paſs aloag in-theſe hea- 
venly Labyrinths; & pave us 2pal- 
ſage in this unpaved way, opening 
our eyes and apprehenfions ro {ce 
and underſtand ſome of the.won- 
derful chings contained therein, 
We know, that inthe day of our 
fleſh;allihac we can have of Thee; 
and af-ghis Building, 1s but 4 ts 
of thy gr ti0:4 goodpeſſe , and that. 
& not ſcen;ear heard, 8 that 
IQgenecr into mans heart, what 
halt dbnieg,for chem that love 
| ethee(even be- 
fore the ſons glen pry more 
in heaven. Bur. ſeeing chy ſpirit 
ſcarcheth all things, even "A ceep. 
things of thee ourGod, who know-r 
eft the courſe, with, the height; 
and breadth, and depth, and len < 
of heaven and earth, and canſt = 
the 
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| and vvonder : ſo as the ſvveer ta ſts 


thereof unto us, and ſuffer us, it 


theſe ftnknown wondertull things. 
O Lerithy good ſpirit guide and 
lead us along into this land of the 
living, this heavenly building of 
thine, and guide us from room 
to room, joy to joy , glory to 
glory , aſtoniſhment, to aſto- 
niſhment thereof , in ſome ravi- 
ſhing aſtoniſhing way, as our 
hearts may ever thercaſter, be ta- 
ken up vvith delight admiration, 


: 3 
raviſhmenes, joies, raptures, and 


glory thereof ( though'vve vvan- 


der upon earth into the vyilder- 
nefle of this vvorld ) may make 
us remove to'dvvell in heaven, 
vvith heavenly converſation and 


 afﬀfe&ions morethen ever, O diſ- 


cover femevvhat of the excellexcy 


it 
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it be thy good pleaſure) to peep 

a little into the ererxrcy thereof , 
vvhich may make us groan ear- 
neſtly for the full manifeftarion 

of the ſame, vvith a diſcovery of 

all thoſe conſiderations, which 
may bring and lead-us aloft; unto. 
this high h:zgb and lefty place of e- 

_ teratty, to dwell with thee fore- 
_ ver, But gow ( inthe firſt place ) 
let. us come to view, Mn 


The excelency of the Build. 
eng in general. 


: In five particulars, 1, In that 
- It iS ſaid, To bes Building preps- 
red: as/ here when Princes and 
Noblemen intend: magnificent 
certainment , though they 
divers houſes of: note, yer 
have one manſion houſe abgfe-all 
Prepare for cntertaming of theit 
dS choice 


' Choice, and 
ved triends, as Nebuchadnezzar, 
Dea. 5. 27. ot his Pallace, * ot 
this great Babel, which 1 bave 
built for the houſe of the King- 
dome, by the might of my poxter , 
and the honour of my Hajefſty, So 
God to ſhew forth to the Saints 
the glory and magnificence of his 
power, hath prepared chis magni- 
ftique Building, ro entertainthem 


F for ever, wherein he hath ſhewed 


the ſtrength, power, and inventi- 
On, to Make it ſuitable to the Buil- 
ders eminency, moſt magnifique 
and - excellent, which muſt the 
more excell-above all other ſtru- 
cAuresand buildings, which ever 
were Or Can be imagined, as the 
| Maſter buzlder thereot w» beyoud 
alt others, in art, skill, riches, in- 
vention, and power. 

| then. tecondly,. The excel- 


 leney hereof is ſhewed by The us- 
T2 valuable 
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valuable price of that purchaſe that 
was paid for it ; {uch a ranſome, 
as nothing elſe could purchaſe it, 
bur the bloud of the eterual Sox of 
God,yea,more than Heaven it ſelt. 
It was thought a wonder, and a 
great matter, whereat 7ſrael was 
{ore grieved,when the King of 4fg- 
ab {acrificed b&,the King of Edoms 
eldeſt ſgn, for a burnt offering in 
his ciſtrefle, 2 K:n.3.27, Amos, 
2, 1, Bur oh! here 1s more caule of 
admiration, Thar God ſhould be- 
come Man,ſuffer and die,iffcarnate 
in our nature, & be ſacrificed tor 
our ſins upon the Crofle, that-ig ; 
nominious and curſed death;and al 
bythe apporntment'ignd dercrmi- 


"nate counſell of God, Ard there- 
_ forethe Apoſtle may wel come. 


I Tob#.3." , with his admiration, 


| Behold what love the father hath 3: 


ver us, this we ſhould: be called be 


ſous of God; no/ love like unto'this, | 


EIS | which 


» 
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.. | which is further ſer forth by anun- 
; | expreſlible expreſſion. ob 3.16. 
L For God ſo leved the world , that - 
| bath. grvep his onely begottenſ, on, 

b 

f that . whoſoever heleeveth 5n = 
. | ſbal norgeriſh, but bave everla fi- 
2 | ng lif Opn | 

s || +. Thirdly .the excellency thereot 3 
4 aPHars in this: that. here ſhall be,. 
s | The fulneſſe extent and accompliſh= 
n | men; of all:the rich, and exceeding 
, | prercom promiſes; tor here we have 
f || many - great. and - rich promiſes 
.- | made, the extent whereof intheir 
promiſed ſulneſſe ) are not fulfil- 


r fedin this life , what then 2 ſhall: 
r; | they bein, vain : oh no; they muſt 
il be full either here: /Or 1n hea-\ 


: for-no word: of God pro- 
Jong our of his mouth; maſt | 
retumn.againg untill ithave' perfor-! 5 
{;xhax _ which 'it was res ) 


nag aro rn | 
{ writ F promiſes] 


__ hah further inla 
.. .chere the whole foul. 


promiſes ( asthey came from hea- 
ven } ſhall all m « concurrence 
meet and __ accompliſhed un- 
- tous, in thelargenefle of their ex- 
tent whatſoever, _ 

Again, this is ſuch a Building, 
wherein we ſhall folly pl up all the 
powers and Faber of the ſonl-, - and 
ſatisfie the ſame ants the berght of 
contentment z fOrhere, we capnot 
{atisfic any one faculty of the ſoul, 
bur it hath emprinefſe , 2nd fome 
further defire : the eye is not ſatis- 
fied with ſecing, nor theear filled 
with hearing, Ecalef. 1, $, nor is 
the heart, with injoying, ——_— T: 


, and all the 
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ſubmirring ourFelves unto his geod 
—_ in all chings. ) But with a 
igh joytwll tree contentation, {atis- 
fatory to fill up the utmoſt of 
all the powers and faculnes of the 
_ foul; ſo as it ſhall be impoſſible ro 
have a- thoughit beyond it, 
And further, in this glorious Barl- 
. ding, the foul: ſhall not onely be 
ſar fied, umo the extent of all fa- 
r&faQtory fulneſſe : Bur, 7 ſbal be 
alſo ſariefed to wonder and admira- 
tion, at the (urpaſſing excellencies 
thereof : as-te1s {aid, 2. Theſe 1, 10; 
of Chri# , that be ſhall come to be 
Morified tn bis Saints, and ts bt 
rade marvellow 1 al them that be- 
| liewez marvellous iffleed;' for then' 
we ſhall fre marvells 2090 _ 
thafration, and beyont! the difeiples' 
ko-wentied atheacod! 


heveofy/ But'yer more diſtinGly 5 
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CS 3L Þ 2 
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know ) will have it ſo, therefore 


' of the material? Temples, arype 
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muſt-inftance.them.in divers parti- 
culars. | 1351; 2. <P 


-, 1-1» the Tiles gryen unto it 


I | 1.Chrift calleth it, John, 14,1. 
His Fathers, Heuſe.Travellers in hot 
countries ,:; have-Tents-and -Taber- 
nacles,to reſt in for a. while, where 
they Ray pot long ;'-but- here is a 
nzanfion noule, an.abiding and reft- 
ingiplace; and: therefore! now .we 

- May well be. hidden to ariſe to go 
hence.:i for here, #6.2a9t; our, refting 
plage., \utrw!! -we:. come; unto this 

> 4{anfonhouſe, our fathers houſe's 
© Whejewemuſt needs, expect. allthe 
irc woos fles: wan wg * = = 
receive, them,KSuadanily.; for, he | 

whe ſpareduot bis own (0,5; but gave + 

Amor Aa to death poet: 

z0t with hemgiue.ns 4d. thgngs; alſo 

+8, 300 then, agay> it is. 
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reaſon rendred. Hebr. 11. 9, 10; 
Why Abraham was ſo willing to 
dwell iz Tents : for he looked for 8 
City, which had a foundation, whoſe 
builder and maker ts God. So itis 
Heb, 13.14. That here, we have 
no continuing City, but we look for 
of to come , andas in a City,there 
are gathered together , the conflu- 
ence and riches. of all 'the good 
things 19 the Country round abonr 
it, "beſides rhat it is a'ferled reſting 
place, ( not like Tents and Taber- 
nacles, fleeting up and dowh, here 


A "KA 
ſh _ 


in heaven, The City of the living God 
the Cele#t1al Teruſaleni; there muſt 
needs be the abundance of all hea- 
vens ſurmtounting excellencies; And , 
taftly, it is "called ( heaven 1 
\ houle of the'moſt rare andadmira- 
ble'{tru&ure;made by God hinh{elt, 
( without hands ) wherein we may 
coceve, if theſe inferior yiliblehex- 
vers'in out view(adorhed with fuch 

oY ny B3 varieties 
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varieties of unconceivable beauties) 
@ amaze our ſpirits; and the fear* 
{ and wonderfull making of aur - 
earthly bouſcs, ſo raplporr ( 88 
Ravidconfeſicth of bis fearfull aud 
poxgerfyl making ;how much more 
admirable is this rere Building , 
Manſinp, and reftin 


4 Tray A. of 
Alwighty; all things ; of te 

the more excellent, as God ſheweth: . 
tumſelt to be an immediate agent « 


ron therein. 


287 be Seituation thereof. 
"For lo, la how it ſtands ( as it is 


_  faid F of Gods Mountain # the 


| betenas lefty ge far 


TO 1 cxalted above the L-- 


«2. oh ER eee 

mains, 

_ above Mountains o 

og.of. con gagchers ger 0 
F\ 


heavens ba, above a 


Ks | 


td, 


whatlocver, fo high and f: 
thief can came to di nl ale, 69 
fecal, and where our FER may 
ſafely lie, in the higheſt clevation 
that may be ſcituare; nor amongſt 
briars ad choens, 3 our houſes are; 
or ſtravgers and oppreſ- 
pa oy where we (hall be a 

and welc among 

our friends = os where 
Chriſt is with all the Saints and 
{s. This ſhall be heaven to bs 
Chriſt whereſoever he'is ; ts 
le th Lamb whereſo#U's be goeth; 
Patber, 1 mill that theſe whow 1 
beſt gives ze be with me mbers 1 am, 
that they ny bebeld my glory, lobs 
17.34- 
Lord, 1 Thel, 4.47, Then allo the 
Praile of a building is, to be ſcirye | 

Ate in 2 pleaſant, not in an uoplea”” 
ſamdiny place, as thoſe Cities were 


Soloman gave to Hiram : 
| 8 
rs but this 


»- 11, (which be 


and fo, To be ever with the . 
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is placed where pleaſures abound 
for evertmorezcalledPſal.3 5.18:the 
Rivers of his pleaſures, tar before 
the rivers of that earchly Paradile;. 
which had but one Tree of Life, 
gnarded with Cherabims anda flu- 
rig ſword, watered with four Ri- 
vers. running 'through it, whereof 
| whoſoever drunk might thirſt a> 
gain; but, here there ranneth' alowy 
"apure Riter 'of water of life, + 
which whoſoever tafteth aud ariak- * 
eth, Jhall zever thir # again, but be 
in them « well of water ſpringing up 
wnto everlaſting life, with a Tree of 
Life growing 0h each fide thereof, 
guaraed with no flaming” ſword."or 


Ws fighting Cherabim;but tree to En- 


Joy the full vertue theredt;ro live 
for ever- And then again, Þnout 
hotfes we love tobave our build- 
Ings with excellent lights(which is a 
commendarion to them;)bur inHet- 
_ , yen,inthis buildings,cthis cotnimodi. 
| ty talbein the perſe@ion thetesf, 
+4 2 & +. ou Col, 


Unto Glory, | | 3 i 
Col.1. 12. called The inheritance of the 
Saipts'in light ; our of allmorral, 
artificial, andnatural darkneſs ,even 
cheSuj it ſelt being darknefſe,com- 
ared with'the light thereot:always 
, and light'all over, lightened 
by Ghriſt the Lambe; who is the 
- lighe*rhereot 4 - not bike the Sun, 
whiGh'lightens but a pare of the 
workhars leaves the other dark;btir 
lt tight all over, and nothing but light: 
' nolighr like unto this, always and 
ighe, and many times lighter 
they he of the: Sun, 'mentioned | 
T{aiah 30,26, which 1 is {a1d,ſhould » 4 
[be like the light of ſeven dayes, : 
when "the [Lord bindeth up' the 
breach of his' people, and healeth 
- the ftroake of their wound. The 
next Gonfideration is, i= 97 
Thy Material, Form; or Materof 3 
' 2098s puilding.. 
'3 *” '*% 
4 n ' hinted; not made .of 
AT'\ 5 ;N tone 
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fions of all chjings which with us arc 
azcounted excellent, as Gola, Pearl, 
DBiawonds, with al other pretions 
Fones whatlocver , and the peve- 
Wheteby the Holy-Ghoſt would 
have us inlarge axd firetch: forth - 
our meditations uato che furtheſt 
extent of comprehenſion, by thi 
within the compaſſe of our reach, 
$ meditate upon things 1 


hen fible : that by all wh 

are pure and pretionus,cx 4 

rable, attraive, and admirable, we 
might be in love with, and long at- 


ter things far ahove all expreſſion 
of Mea and Angels, Anorhee thing 
iS, c ”_ | j t | ; «4? > 


4a The 


| Freſhing, but tor the Tormenss and 


4+ The Capacity 4nd Extent of 
this Building. 


* Forts large and bath. rows 6- 
xough for af , as Chriſt ſpeaketh 
- John. I 441. 11 v1 fathers houſe are 
maxy awelling places, wherein none 
ſhall be ftraitned, as it was with 
Atrghem and Los, whom: the land 
could nor bear,becaulc of their ſub- 
Rance,Gen.13.6, and betwixt 1/gac 
and Adimelech Gen. 26, who were 
_ therefore forced to divide and part 
ewelings : but iv heaven is large- 
nefle and zoom <nough tor all ; nog 
like Tophot, 1/4. 3#- 3 3- whicd by 
the Prophet 4s, {aid to be, « plare, 
deep end large z not for any 16- 
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fully the ſpoiling of their 


there ſhall be ſuch nents of 
room, as though heaveu were bur 
for one onely, there ſhall be ſuch 
room for all. And then we have to 
confider, 


(i 16 The Pur niteite of thi Buil-" | 
| ding. 


For in our houſes have: uſually 
the glory of them-is, rhe"riches of 
their adorning inwardly ( in heaven 
is expreſſed there to be laſting and 
enduring for ever, all the furniture 
thereof ) whereas: ours are tranſi- 
tory, and ſubje& either to, corrup- - 
tion and vaniſhing, or bothz 'where 


Theeves may dig through and ſteal. 


Mat, 6.19. And therefore ©the 
Saints are {aid to have 'indured j WE | 


becauſe they had in Heaven a Tet; 


"and more Hidaring [rppgon es Heb, 


10. 34: And'1 Cor! 7.1 3*He Would 
haves to ule this otitis ME. 


op 
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we uſed it not, becauſe the faſhion 
m or ftage play thereof paſeth way. But 
h. | the niches of this building are ſuch, 
as/\{hall endure for ever, where 
” NO W@Erm Can Come to Eat Or COn- 
{ume the furniture thereof, which 
we know not ull we ſee 1t, but it is 
expreſſed by Crowns, Treaſures , 
#hiterebes, and the like, all -under- 
ſtood which may be infinitely 
comprehended thereby , when we 
enjoy the ſame, The next is to look 
upon, | 


6, The Compaxy we ſhall ezjigy & 
| there. [1 
J1l Company torments our Spi-: 
rats much z Solomon. fays, that it is 
better to dwell on the houſe top, 
than with a contentious womatvins 
large houſe, And. David ( abely' 
man ): was weary of-dwelling-in: 
 Myſhes, and having his habitation im 
the\Texts of Keday, And Gy 


«2 
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—_ . * 


 morrclearly into their narore and 


theit unjaſt converſation did- vex 
Lots righeeous foul. And ey. 9.2, 
He wiſhes tor a Cottage of way- 
faring' =_ m oo gs hp 
he mighe leave his people, being all 
Fr jodn and Rebels vided than 
ro live in ſuch #} company But 
here tt heaven, The excellency of the 
Company far exceeds the buelding : 
The preſence of God himfelfe in 
our Fathers honfe, of Chriſt and 
the holy Ghoſtin Trmity, not en- 
joying them as here, onely in our 


 affiftanceof the ſpirit, bur then an 


h - times more clearly than 


| now: they ſhall dwell with us, and 
. we ſhall have full and clear imme- 


dﬀare Communion witt-thean; and 
fo withall the holy Angels, who 
here are faid robe miniſtting Spi-/ 
mu ume us, Heb, I. (averygredt 
favour)dutrben we-fhall fee much 


ſcorpions, yet chere ſhall be no ſuch 
annoyance, where of all things that 
offend, ſhall none rrouble. There 
ſhall be vo Goars in that Fold ; no 
no Scorpions to bite, no Thorms 
. and Briars in our ſides to prick, no 
mockers, flanderers 6r backbiters, 
no tares or darne) or chaffe amo 

char wheat, no offenfive or unclean 
thing can, or ſhall emer there : all 


Confideration is, 
7. Our employment there. 


This alfo fets forth the exceſler- 


ſhall be pure and holy. Another 


be 


: 
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E be idle there; Foreven in the eſta © 


of Innocency, Adam was (etand ap” 
pointed to dreſs and trim Paradiſe. 
The ſoul it ſelf is not capable. of 
reſt, but muſt have ſome employ: 
ment: And though it be {aid Rev. 
4+ That the dead are fully bleſſed, 
m__ e they ret from their labours, 
(which is onely meant of their irk- 
ſome troyling upon. earth }- and, is 
not ſaid to bar us from an imploy- 
mentin heaven , ſuitable- unto that 
eſtate we ſhall en) joy there, For of 
thoſe deſcribed, Revel. 7. 
who had made their long Ro 
white 1 in the blood of the Jo (has 
ving gone through many cribulati- 
ons)it.is faid,tThat{ Therefore they 
are in the prelenceot the Throne& of 
God, and ſerve him day and night 
in his Temple, and he that fitteth 
on the Theor: will dwell among 
them. ] So that as here, zt « our 
duty to ſerve Ged continudly ; fo 


VEG it hall beour bawarr eps 
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ward and delight (when all other 1c- 


lations & ſervices ſhal have an end) 
to be perpetual ſpeRators & actors 
of ſo much raviſhing excellency , 
all which ſervice ſhall be done and 


continued with much freedome and 


joy, and without any pain or wea- 
rinefle unto us, becauſe as in the 
Lord Jehovah, there @ everla Ring 
ſtrength; lo we ſhall from him re- 
ceive everlaſting ſtrength, and per- 


. petual refreſhing from him, ſo as 


we ſhal never be weary of our im-. 
ployment, bur it ſhall be our de- 
light 8 joy eo ſerve and praiſeGod 
for ever, For, though he hathno 
need of our ſervice, yet we ſhall 
thus be perpetually honored & de- 
lighted by it. It ſhal be our raviſh- 
ing delightful imploymene to ſerve 
God in Chriſt continually. The laſt 
main conſideration of this Building 
which is a great one, 


.G $. The 
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8. The prjeſſion and enjoying. 


For, tis makes up the pitch 

of all our. Bleſlednefle ( nor rhe 
pollefion onely ) bur the com-+ 
tortable enjoying of whar -we do 
poſſefſe,. ina joytull manner. For 
in the-middeft of riches, and abun- . 
dant outward things, yet a man poſ- 
ſefled of them may live 1n want, ha- 
ving no--comftortable- poſſeſſion of 
them, or 'quiet enjoying of them: 
as It 1s one thing to live, 8 another 
thing to-hve joytully, and as a man 
may be old, and yer not ſaid to have 
lived long, when he hath not injoy- 
ed his lite -comfortably. So it 1s 
here, in-all which kath been ſaid 
of ibis Building , it weinjoyed not 
what we poſſefliedand that fully , 
there were no —blefſednefle in it. 
Thus « the Crown of all to 12joy what 
we peſſeſſe, But there, rn @ ſpeciall 
manner, we ſhall enjoy the preſ my 
. ' 0 / 
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of God in Chriſt, with the holy Gho F, 
being preſent to our ſight and under 
fanding, fully and clearly unto all e- 
ternity, On earth , the Saints have 
no Communion or fellowſhip with 
the Trinity, God in Chriſt and his 
blefled ſpirit, but what is joined 
with diftraftions and interruprions 
of their comtorts and feelings, ha- 
ving times of diſfertions, and with« 
drawing of their comforts, But it * 
ſhall not be ſo in heaven, where, 
we ſhall have a full raviſhing inte- 
leual underſtanding of che bleſſed. 
Trinity ; as it 15 wicked mens miſe- 
ry to he without God in the world, 
who know, and can ſpeak many 
good things, bur have no true taſte 
and inioyment of the ſame, wanting 
the heavenly influence and com- 
forts thereot :' and as in this life 1t 1s 
a-Godly mans aflition, to want 
Gods preſence, being ſcanted in his 
favours, 1o there ( on the contra” 
ry ) itſhall be onr everlaſting blel- 
| G 2 {ednefſe 
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ſedneſſe, that we ſheB fully ſee and 
enjoy, with all the whole powers ana 
might of the ſoul , with an aBtual in. 
relletinal ful fiaht, the fulneſſe of 
God 1n fruition of the B eatifical Viſt- 
ex for everas it is 1 lobx,3.2.Dearly 
beloved now are we the ſons of 
God , bur yer it is not made mani- 
teſt, what we ſhall be, and, we 
kzow that when be ſhall be made ma- 


* wife ft, me ſhall be like him, for we 


ſhall ſee him as he «, It ts true 1n- 
deed, that God the father is inviſi- 
ble, that no man hath ſeen God at 
any time, and that he cannot be 
ſeen,no not with our cyes glorified; 
but we ſhall have @ ful cl-ar diftinf# 
fight and under f*andiug of the ful- 


The Bea- 7 eſe of Goa in the Beatificall viſion, 
ifical vi-#> Chri# Jeſus, who ts ſaid to be the 


zmage of the inviſible God in whom 
awelleth all tze fulneſſe of the God.. 
bead bodily, and in whom the fathers 


: Pleaſure was, that all fulxeſſe ſhould 


anel: Colo, 1, 15, 19,406 2.9.4 
Jes |  6lear 
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Clear underftandins of God in 


Chre#, with the fulnt[]e of an i3'e. 
leFual kzowledge, that we ſhail/ a; 

41t were) be putched and rolled up. 
on the continual intuition of the " 
tisfatory tulneſſe of that our 


| knowledge and enjoying of tir 


beatifical vifion for ever. VWhich 
it ſeemeth is that which the Apo- 
ſtle aimeth ar t. Cor. 15. 2B. 44 
when al things ſhalbe ſubdued then 
ſhal the Sax himſelf alſo be ſubjeF, 
unto him, who did ſubdue al thizgs 
wader him that God may be a'l iz all. 


| So reſigning his Mediatorſhip, to 
' live asan heir with us in one body, 


in the beholding of this infinite ra- 
viſhing aſtoniſhing glory of the ful- 


| neſs of God ( the loadſtone of hen- 


vea)which ſhall faſten and draw the 
eys of this whole great body upon it, 
as weſce pur Iro 1 the fire, & with- 
in a while it ſhews not Iron, but ted 


all fire, being defuſed through the 


lame, Sotheloye of God and'thoſe 
oj G3 glorious 
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glorious influences of heavenly rays 
comming from him ,: ſhall ſet the 
whole ſoul ſoa fire with the love 
of God, as it fhall ſhew all love to 
him, with ſuitable recurns of what 
continually floweth from him, re- 
fleting upon us. As the Ocean 
( out of its fulneſſe ) filleth: and 
floweth into the rivers : which-- 
continually return of that fulneſſe 
back again into the Ocean, ſo ſhall 
it be continually betwixt God and 
us. And to fill up the fulneſſe of 
this bleſſed injoyment , there ſalt 
be withal a ful report made unto the 
foal, that all this joy and bleſſednefoe. 
ſha! beſo for ever withogt any end. 
It were elſe a dimunition-of this 
fulneſs of joy,and enjoyment there- 
of, if therewith there: ſhou]d nor- 
be a report made unto the ſoul.and: 
aſſurance of the endleſs continuance 
of the ſame for ever, .in;that .ſame. 
degree of tulneſs and raviſhing joys 
. Burthis is not all, we have 80x 
:# | yet 
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yet done; for this diſcovery of hea- 
vens bleſ{{cdneſte , in that excellent 
eftate rocome, yet ſummonetrh us 
cre we paſie from thence: ro con- 
{ider of Five Particulars #078, ior 
now: having touched rhe handles of 
this door, my pen muſt yet drop 
down myrrh,'and my fingers pure 
myrrh tor a while. | 
Firſt, /z this life, we know, under - 
ftand and ſee many things, we can- 
Hot cnjoy,attain, Or rn. 
ther can we ſee,enjoy-or poſſeſs any 
thing, but we may have a thought, 
defire, with, or reach beyond 1x 
to wifh for more beyogd ny thing 
which may be attained-in this lite : 
and ftill multiply our thoughts: as 
may numbers, for we cavaot think 
of ſo high a number, burithere.may 


be an addition unto'it, above &. 


A man may. ſee much , .þuc {till 
there is ſomewbat; beyorid 4 
fight that he cannot ee : neither 
can he injay-or poſleſle all he ſcerh. 
voy G 4 "Bur. 
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| ding, and all the powers and fa- 


culties of the ſoul to the eutmoſt, 
with that clearneſle and fulnefſe of 
underſtanding, that it ſhall poſſefle 
all it ſeerh, and injoy all inthar ful- 
nefſe, that it ſhall not be able to 
have, a thought, with or, defire be- 
yond that it {eerh, enjoyeth, poſſeſ- 
ſeth, and apprehendeth, without ad- 
miffion of any addition whatſoever: 
even from that one end and coaſt of 


heaven to the other, as the Lord 'j 


ſaid to oſha of Cangars poſſeſſion, 

Joſh. x. 3. 2250 
' And ſecondly our actions in this 
life are all performed with ſome 
labour and wearinefle, all things 
are full of labour man cannot utter 
it, Eccleſ, all the works that are 
done under the Sun, are vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit, there is care in 
getting, care in enjoying and keep- 
wg, and ſorrow jn parting rs 
| m 
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them. But zz heaven all our ations 
ſhall beperformed with freedome and 
eaſe , without any wearineſſe , as we 
ſee the Sun ſhineth freely upon us; 
and without nearimeſſe : yea there 1s 
labour aud ſome toil in our bei afe 
z0ns meditation and prayer, ſome 
wraftling and ſtriving therein , but 
iz heaven all ſhall be done freely with 
eaſe, and mithout any care or wea- 
renee 

- Thirdly, 1x this life we injoy ma- 


ay temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings are - 


ot truly ſenſible of , apprehending 
the full uſe of them, as of. our 
health life, liberty, maintenance, 
beſides many ſpiritual mercies we 
are excompaſſed with about: and ſo 
not underſtanding them, we have 
nota full enjoying of the comfort 
of then, and fo fall ſhort of being 
thankfull for them. But z# hea- 
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and comfort of all ( it comfort be 
notto mean an expreſſion for our 
eſtate in heaven , where ſhall be 
nothing to interrupt, leſ{ſen,or-make 
an addition unto that bleſſed eſtate; 
wherein we ſhall be above all co- 
torts, enjoying the God and fount- 
ann oſall comfort and conſolation) 
when alſo ſhall be effe&ed thar 
prayer of the Apoſtle : that being 
rooted and grounded in love, we 
ſhall underſtand, and be able to 
comprehend with all Saints, wh:t is 
the breadth, and length, and depth 
and height , and the love of Chrift, 
which paſſeth knowledge, that we 
might be filled with all the fulneſs 
of God, Epheſ, 3. 18. underftand+ 
ing the myſtery of that knowledge 
which 'trom the beginning of the 
world hath been' hid in God , and 
the riches of this glorious 'inheri- 
tance among the Saints, Epheſ. 1.18 
Then we ſhall ſee into and know all 
this, and the utmoſt reach of all 

OUT 
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Unto. Glory, 


our mercies diſtinly -and have 
an everlaſting: infighe '3nto them 


_ all. 2 


And more fourthly,bere we hope, 
or.,, and bave great expeiation of 
many things , having excellent and 
ſtrong concetrs of them, al which 
nhey we poſſeſſe and 1njoy, they an- 
ſwer not our hopes-, and prove far 
wnder our expetation, giving us no 
ſuitable contentation : but zz Hea- 
ven we ſhal find al things:far beyond, 
and. ſurmoanting al our thougbts , 
wiſhes, hopes, expetations, and ima- 
£tnatzons : thar:like as the Queer of 


. Sheba, when the ſaw how tar 'So- 


lomans royalty 'ahd magnifice nce 
exceeded the report thereof, that 
half thereof ' had wot been told”: 
much more ſhall we find” it'{o mn 
heaven, where al things ſhal far ſur- 
mount that, which now here we can 
imagine or think of, tor ifeye hath 
not ſeen , car heard, neither harh4r 


come into mans heart, what things 
| God 
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love him in this: life, 2 Cor, 2. 6, 
A taſte whereof if they be known 
unto us by Reveiation of the ſpirir in 
thislife how much more fully ſhall 
all be revealed- in the ſtrength of 
their excellency in the life to come: 
when he who doth for w bere abun- 
dantly above al that we are able to 
think or (peak; ſhall much more make 
beaventy things be and appear ſo in 
the life to come. 

Fifthly, «ll thoſe mercies and com- 
forts we do injoy here, they arebut 
ſncceſſwuely and by peecemeal injojed, 
one after another. But in heaven we 
ſhall have the full ſight,clear injoy- 
ing and poſſeſſion of all our mer- 
cies at once, which ſhall ſupera- 
buadantly fill up the meaſure*ot 


our joys, when all ſhall appear at 


once unto. us, never having any 
_ more preſent themſelves ſuc- 
ceſfively by pieces unto us : but a. 
full clear underſtanding of all at 

3 Once 
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once : allhwhich put cogether and 
6, | thought of, may well encourage 
vn | and hearten us to look joyfully on 
-in | the other ſide of death,unto 
all This Building griuen of God not 
of | made auth hands what excellency 
ze: | may there be in this , were notthe 
2- | heavens and earth we enjoy and ſec 
to | allo made without hands? yes, 
ke | Bur, this expreſſion adds noaderfully 
in | unto the excellency of thu Building : 
diſtinguiſhing it to be farbefore all 
m- | the reſt, as being zo: made with 
ut | hands: this carth and heavens we 
d, | enjoy being but as the work of man 
ye. | compared with theexceeding excel- 
y- | lency and glory ofthis heaven of 
r- | heavens. The Geek MaFer-peece 
a- | of God not made with hanas, the curg- 
of | oc magnificent Pallace of all bis moſt 
at | 7cyal entertainments : @ (irange 
wy | #ailding ( as was {aid of Melchize- 
c- | 4c) withoat father, without mother 
without any known beginning or en- 
&pg,  vuch a place alſo, whom | 
I Pp 
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all cur merczes are conveyed by God + 


himſelf, unto us without hands for e- 
ver. And thus by. affſtance otGods 
bleſſed ſpirit, we are at length 
come tO PEEP INTO 


The Perpetuity and eternity. of 
"ibs Building. 


Eternal in the Heavens, What e- 
ternal, and eternal-in the Heavens |! 
an bour in HeatTen were more then 
eternity upon earth , O ſaith David 
a day:in thy Court is better then a 
thonhnd every where, 1 had rather 
be a door-keeper in the houſe of 
my. God, then dwell in the Taber- 
nacles-of wickednefle, Pſal. 84.10. 
Now, Eternity & that which ſhall 
endure'for ever: that #, ſhall never 
| have anend, Andihen zt ſhall never 
have any intermiffion , nor period, 
pauſe, eclipſe, or any cloud toouerſhas 
dowtt : as in this world, in all-our 
- moſt excellent injoyments we have, 


as . 
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as Solomon faith, Ecclef, 7. 18. 
Here we have full, this [et over a- 
gain#t that , that here we might find 
,othing after 14. Burt there, in hea- 
ven itispotſo, all things ſhall be 
aftcr us, and after us withour any 
overſhadowing , cloud, or inter- 
miſſion whatſoever, and an eſtate 
without any end : which thus ex- 
tendeth it ſelf, that though we may 
out live our eſtates, yet there we 
cannot outlive our happinefle, E- 
ternity being 1, A pure conttnued 
af that cennet end. 2.Anunverſal 
att of all the powers of the ſoal at one 
time : thisno man upon earth can 
a&, with all the powers of the foul 
art once, but fill there muſt bea 
ceſſation of one or other power 


_ thereof, when the other aCts, bur 
there all ſhall a& at once, without 
intermiſſion of any one faculty o 
power of the {oul. 76 
And laſtly, for the Degree, it ſhall 
beever the ſame, and ſhall _ 
\ @) 
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|| of no diſcent , of the leaſt degree 
|. thereof, no ebb or dimunition at all 
here we injoy not our beſt com- 
forts lull jn the ſame degree, we 
have viciffitades oſcbbing and flow- 
ing, {omerimes ſad, and ſometimes 
mad tor laughter; we dance and leap 
like the Creple healed, As 3. and 
by and by weare quiet again, And 
even our beſt joyes of the Spirit 
have their ebbings and flowings : 
at our firſt converſion and after, 
they are not the ſame in Degrees, 
but have their ecliples and ſun- 
ſhines ; much adoe we have to tune 
our hearts and ſpirits for meditati- 
on and prayer, and much more ado 

| to keep them 1m compaſle being 
euned; we rejoyce and are fad 
again ; we have teeling, and anon I 
again, cre long we complain for 
want thereof, But ir Heaven, our. 
Joys ſtand fit! iu the ſame herght and 
_ eternally for ever ; For, look. 
what beight of taſt, ſepſe, joy, delght, 
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- or rauviſhment we have and feel at 
fir , ( after the extent of many mul- 
. lions of years that we have been iu 


Heaven) tit ſha ever be at the ſame 
hetght and degree of fulnefs, without 
any deſcent or ebbe, This anna 
ſhall never be loathed, bur be eter- 
nally the ſame, in all tull ſenſible 
contentment of Degree tor ever, So 
as we ſhall zaft Eternity every mo- 


_ ment,And that this is ſo of neceſlity, 


That no other Eſtate can fit the Saints 
but an Eternal Eſtate, 


ltis clear by divers reaſons, Firſt 


. In regard of God, And then Second- 


ly,Of the Saints themſelves,Firſt,In 
dof GoJ, 1.Becauſe of the end 
Creation, That all things were 
maile for bis Glory, and he muit be 
eternally plorified by us in Heaven 3 
thetefore -he muſt confer upon us 


_ aneternal” ſuitable eſtate, enabling = 
us to: give him glory tor all eter> 
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to return unto him : and therefore 
we glorific tum here, becauſe we 
firſt receive glory from tim; as 


the returns of waters to the fca, are 


{uicable unto thole flouds which 
they receive from it : - therefore 


oureſtate in this heavenly. Building | 
muſt of neceſſity be an eternal E- ' 


fiate, to fir and enable us; to give 
him eternal Glory, And ſecondly, 


Iz regard that io other-Eftate ſat; = 


with the promiſes made unto us, but 
48 eterxal Eſtate, agreeing unto the 
promiſes of eternity. \Ne do in this 


life, and ſhall in that ro come, re- 
ceive nothing but by -vertue of - 
ſome word of God paſt in promi- 


{es made unto us, as 1 lobu 2.25, 
it 15 faid, Aud this tbe premiſe 
which he hath promiſed w,even Eter« 
pal life iz whom we are, who © trat, 
even leſus ChrtF, the true God, and 
eternal life, 1 Ioby 5,20. Now, al 
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the exceeding rich and precious 


promiſes being. made for Eternity, 


and God being Truth it ſelf, what- 


| ſoever he hath promiſed muſt of 


neceflity come to paſle, and 1o our 
eſtate in this houſe be tor Eternity : 
Otherwiſe, whatſoever ſhould coe 
fhort ot Ecernity , ſhould come fo 
tar ſhort of the promiſes, which 
15 impoſſible. The next 1s, thirdly, 
From the love of God which u 'Ever= 
lating : For a ſmall moment have 
I foriaken thee, bur with great 
mercies will I gather thee: Ina 
little wrath I hid my face from 
thee for a moment, . but with ever- 


| laſting kindnefle will I have mercy 
_on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redee- 


mer, Iſa.54.8. If Gods love then be 


| eternal, that Eſtate which he befbows 


upon his people muſs be perpetual and 
eterxal, For God is goodnefle it 
ſelf, & whatſoever he doth is good, 


_ even in wrath remEbring mercy, all 


he doth being for our good, as it 15, 
es H 2 Iſas 
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Iſa. 27. 9. This bering all the fruit, 
even the taking away of out fin, 


which is the fruit of all his doings 


arid our ſufferings, ro make us 
partakers of his holinefſe, yea as 
David conftefleth all his works 
through our whole litetime , are 
nothing clſe bue mercy and truth, 
ſaith he, through all my life thy 
favour 1s; and this is 4 prime a8 of 


dtuine lowe, where once it loves, to | 


love for ever , John, 13+ 1. fothar 
the eternity ot his love, is like unto 
himſelf. And 4. Ozr efate there 
mu it needs be eternall, iz regard of 
the infinite t#valuable price whereby 
i was purchaſed : otherwiſe, it 
thould not anſwer the price, and 
God ſhould nor render us accord- 
ing unto it, and ſo be unjuſt, For, 
he was exact in his juſtice to have 
ſatisfaQion for fin to the utmoſt, 
And therefore , to ſuit his Juſtice, 
he muſt needs be juſt to give unto 
us an cternall eſtate, according to 


"= 


the | 


| - thepricepaied, 8 according to our 
] Capacity. SO he,as 1t 18, Heb.9g.14, 
Having offered up himſelf chrough 
the eternal ſpirit, gives Unto us an 
eſtate ſuitable hb& ecver-la#ting 
rizhteouſneſſe : and ſooureſtate 1n 
| heavenby his purchaſe,muſt be ſuj- 
' table unto it,an eternall inheritance, 
And ſo allo, im regard of the 1I 
Saints of our condition, our eſtate 
there, mu} xeeds bexeternall; for 
divers reſpedts. 1, Confidering , 
that the conſtitution of the Saints ts a 
glorious condition, and therefore 
muſt neeas bave an eitate of ſatis * » 
' faftion, Nowit a man in thateſtate 
| might ſee theend thereot or beyond 
ir, 1t were not ſatisfaRtory for the 
ſoul. Other creatures have no ca- 
pacity beyond their preſent eſtate} 
and therefore are ſatisfied'there- 
with. But it is not ſo with man, 
who: hath a reach beyond all he 
poſſefleth, or can fee, even to eter- 
nity ; it being impoſſible 16: ſat 
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an eternal conſiitution with finite 
things, Therelore we muſt have 
an eternal Eftate, God having tam- 
ped upon the ſoul an impreſſion to 
look after that onely which is Eter- 
nal and Infinite : therefore being 
now 1n a finite Crearure, it muſt 
look for an eternal Eſtate hereafter 
( at its departure hence ) which 1s 
[Eternal in the Heavens, ] Again, 


Secondly, As it is a #ew Creature, - 


there is a prfnciple inthe ſoul to be 
coxtented with nothing but Eternity; 
and therefore, according unto this 
Spirituall eternal principle, it thir- 
ſeth afrer, and muſt have an Eter- 
nal eſtate, For, as its original 1s 


| not of Corruptible feed, but of In- 


corruptible, by the word of God, 
who liveth and abideth tor ever, 
1 Per. 1.23. ſo muſt weneeds have 
an Eternal Eſtate ſuitable. 
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the ſame, ſeeing they are begotten 
again [roa lively hope;out of Gods 
abundant Mercy } by the Refurre- 
ion of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
dead ; [ To an Inheritance immor- 
tal and undefiled, that fadeth not 
away,rclerved in Heaven for them ] 
1 Pet. 1,3,4. Sccing then in this life, 
It iS a grievous thing to be diſap- 
pointed of our hopes ( which 
Saints pray againſt ) but would 
much more be to in heaven, ſeeing 
here we have no continuing City, 
but wee looke for one to come. 
Therefore our ExpeRation being 
ſtrongly upon that Inheruance to 
come, and the hope deferred (as 


 Solomos laith ) being the fainting of 


the heart; if our deſires and hopes 


ſhould mifle of this tree of Lifein 


Eternity, Wee ſhould be Sick in 
Heaven, which is 1mpofſible : and 
theretore our Eftate there muſi of 
neceſſity be an Eternal Eftate, ſuit- 


able ro-0ur lively hopes, Now 
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Thus Meditation of Eternity, where 
it faſtens upon the ſoul works 
great Matters into it, 


Tae Meditation (I ſay ) of our 
Change, and Eternal Glorious E- 
ſtate ro come tor Eternity :. it 
works, ſtamps, and makes ſtrange 
impreſſions of wonderfull matters 
upon the ſoul, as 1. A willingneſſe 


to pur off our Earthly houle for: 


that Eternal in the Heavens : for, 
[Such are ſuppoſed to have Eter- 
nal life already: abiding 1n them, * 
1 John 5.13. which no Murtherer 
or ſuch like can haye, and may 
Know that they have Eternal life, 
which 1s in Chriſt their Head, who 
is crue, and the true God Eternal 
life, 1 John 5, 20, They have a 


| Spring of Eterral life abiding in 


them, a Well of water of life, 
ſpringing up unto Everlafting life; 
nat contented with this worle, but 


having 


Unto Glory, 


having hearts more in heaven then 
on earth, . 

2. Then again 1t makes us do all 
earthly things with a ſubordina- 
tion to this Eternal eſtate, ſo as 
all things may further , and no- 
thing may wrong or hinder it, and 
ſo to improve our time, unto the 
utmoſt advantages, which may fur- 
ther the ſame contrary unto wick- 
ed men, who are the moſt abuſers 
and prodigall of time, not follow- 
ing their rwle, Epbeſ. 1.4.To redeem 
the trme, But the Saints on the o- 
cher {ide,as they improve their time 
ſo they deſire to do all things exa&- 
ly with ſubordination unto heaven- 
Iy things ( eſpecially heavenly thingy 
more tmediately uſhering eternity.) 
Whereunto as all their thoughts 
and meditations bend, ſo do they 
tend towards eternity 1n all things, 


| becauſe, -inall their actions, they 
have a deſign upon eternity , doing - 


all things as though they were $9 
06325Y ___ anſwer 
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anſwer all at the laſt day, when yet 
they know , that their fins before 
char time, are done away and cove- 
red, Jerew. 3 1. 34. Hicab, 7.18. 


And this mcditation of death , and 


eternity of heaven after the fame, 
it maketh wu alſo abundant in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that our 
labour ſhall not be in vain inthe 
Lord: and makes us work through 
all difficulties unto this erernall 
eſtate, doing all things unto that 
end, not drawing back or indent- 
ws with God. For,ſeemg it know- 
eth, that there is no determination- 
of this eſtate,it makes(what it ci )a 


' ſuitable endeavor of Eternity upon 


earth, to work in all things toward 
the ſame, And yet more | it filleth 


_ the ſoul ful of honourable thoughts 


not to be contented to fit down any 
more doting upon theſe earthly 
things on this ſide of eternity } as . 
we have formerly done, ſercing our 
eyes upon that which is vanity atid 
| VEXALLON 
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vexation of ſpirit, nothing, yea lefſe 
then nothing,compared with eterni- 
nity, For here as Dav id ſpeaketh 
Pſal, 119.19. We may ſee anend 
of all perfeQtion and earthly glory 
whatſocver 1n this life, But of this 
heavenly perfe&tion,as there is no,{o0 
we can ſce no cnd thereof, And 
this meditation of death , and eter- 
nity following after ir, makes this 
impreſſion upon the ſoul alto ( as 
is uſuall in diſputations ) To! fate 
the grand buſineſſe of heaven and 
earth aright, to weigh all things # 
the ballance of the Sanfluary, where* 
in they are found light , nothing 
yea lefſe then nothing compared, 
- with this eteralty of heavenly 
glory to be revealed: and {o to 
look for, or expect no great mat-. 
ters, where they are not-ro be found, 
But co uſe this world, and all things 
thereinas though we uſed them rot 
and ther fore lajeth this cenclufion 
for an invincible ground, that all the 
OOO” affilios 
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affliios of thws life,are not worthy of 
that glory which ſhall be ſhewed unto 
4,10 great that the whole creats is 
ſaid to groan & wait for the revela-* 
tion thereof, with the manifeſtation 
of the ſons of God. Rom. 8. 18, 
Called therefore the fervent defire 
of the creature, waiting, groaning, 
and travelling in pain with them, to 
be delivered ſrom the bondage 
of corruption ,” into- the glort- 
ous liberty of the ſons of God. 


And therefore inall the murmur. * -: 


rings and toflings of the body it 
this lite, 1t quiers the ſame with ho- 
ly ger nard his ſpeech anto bis body, 
to be contented to ſuffer and wade 
through all the exigents of this life 
$1059 , becauſe the time ofthe 
. body isnot in this life, but 1n the 
world to come,wherin our frail bo- 
dies ſhall be made like unto Chriſts 
glorious body, Phillip. 3- And it 
(further to comfort us in our wea- 
ry Journey ) affures us, That - 
Chet this 


_— - 


rw 


—  --_— 


P_ mt —, 


Unto Glory. 


OO CO — 


this life time is nothing elſe, but a' 
time to fit and prepare us forto be 
Inhabitants of Heaven for ever, to 
learn the language of Canaan in; 
to be indowed with thoſe ſuperna- - 
cural habits of heavenly graces z 
JF putting on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
- inall his holy vertues ; fofſby view- 
ing of the exceeding rich and preci- 
cious promiles, [ to be partakers of 
the Divine Natnre, ] And as it was 
. ſaid of thoſe Virgins that were to 
be brought unto King Abaſhueroſh, 
Eft.2.,12.They were firſt to be fir- 
ted and perfumed a year, one halt 
thereof with Oyle of Myrthe, and 
. _ theother with ſweer Odors, So this 
Impreſſion of Eternity ſhews Us, 
that all our life time here, is no- 
thing elſe but our perſuming time, 
to fit us with the {ragrancie of all 
heavenly graces and endowments; 
that then willingly and cheartully 
we may mount up our of the VVil- 
derneſſe of this world, as it is _ 
| O 


of the Church, Cant, 5.6, perfu- 
med with Myrrhe and Incenſe, and 
all the Spices of the Merchants ; 


fraught with the full fragrancie 8& 


ſweernefſe of all Heavenly Graces. 
And Laſtly, It makes us that nor 
onely we are not content to fit 
downe quietly doting on theſe 
earthly things on this ſide of eterni- 
ty (as 1s ſaid) but further, It en- 
flames the ſoul, ſers it on fire, and 
furniſheth it with grounds and ar- - 
2uments to attain to a habit of figh- 
ing and groaning earneſtly to be 
cloathed with our houſe which is 
ſrom heaven, not onely from the 
excellencies of all that glory and e- 
mincnce ſhewed of rhis « heavenly 
boufe (which is abundantly enough 
to make us to long after the ſame ) 
bur alſo, in regard of thoſe grievous 


\and heavy preſſures, and burthens 


wherewith we are preſſed down in 
this life: as -what can we name 
wherewtith weare not more or lefs 
preſſed 


ON 
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preſſed down or burthened? ſo that 
chat we have juft cauſe to ſigh and 
groan earneſtly tor this our heaven- 
ly houſe, 

The body it ſelf, is a heavy lump- 
iſh cerruptible body , {ubje& to 
much toil libour and wearineſſe, 
which maketh us to ſigh and groan 
much ; beſides the trouble and noi- 
ſomeneſſe of ſo many troops of 
diſeaſes and ficknelſes, which ac- 
company the condition of our frail 
bodies, caufesot continuall {ighing 
and groaning. But th heaven all ficke 
neflgþand diſcaſes (hal have an end, 
with pertedion of health tor ever, 
and, the body. ſhall be no more 
Ipmpiſh or heavy. as now, buta 
nimble ſpiruvall body, Philep, 3.21, 
Where they ſhall tollow the Lamb 
whereſoever he gocth, it being hea- 
ven whereſoever Chriſt is, or thall 
ſhew himſelf, the body then being 
nimble and ſpiritual, able to mount 
upwards or downwards,backwards 
Or 
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or forwards, as ſwift as thoughts 
are NOW, 

And then, wonderfull weights * 
and preſ{ſures,we have from others . 
and from our own ſpirits, preſting 
them down ; burthens by the Sym- 
pathizing with others, weeping and 
mourning with them that weep, 
in priſon with them that are im- 
priſoned, and ſo forth of all other 
miſerjes bearing a part with them. 
And the bearing with the paſſions 
and infirmitiesof others 15s alſo a 
Jreat burthen; to ſtoop to then 
and bear with them , as Nurſes 
and Parents do with their Childrens 
in firmities, And the wicked con- 
verſation of others is alſo a great 
burthen uncous, for which, David 
Lot, -and 1 eremiah, were 10 grieved 
and burthened. And frem others 
alſo we endure Slanders and Per- 
{ecutions of all ſorts ; yea, and it 
is alſo ſome burthen unto us, That 
we are not able-to do more good 
unto 
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unto others, and help them 1n their 


| mileries. But in heaven all theſe 


things ſhall have an end, all ſhall 
love and. joy alike, all be of one 
will, mind, and affte&ion ; no mil- 
conſtructions, paſſions, diſtempers, 
miſtakings can be there ; no Slan- 


_ ders, iaje-bearers, or reports (hall 


vex there ; ' no Sorrow, Griefe, or 
Waanr ſhall be there, no objedts of 
our compaſſion to grieve us, all 
thall have enough with a conver- 
fation ſuitable unto heaven. 

And here our ſpirits have griev- 


” ous burthens, vexing our fpirits : 
, audour effeions of love and joy, are 
| 6difordered,cither ſet on wrong ob- 


jects, or doting too Much on earth- 
ly things, or:coming far ſhort in 


foying or loving of God, whom.we 


ſhould joy in with all our might, 
and love with all our ſtrength and 
delight, and can never joy in, or 


_ delight roo much: theſe prefſ: us 


down, as was ſaid of Chriſt, that iis 
þ I | foul 
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foul was heavy even unto death , ſo 
theſe depreſie us, and make us 
lumpiſh, and ( as it were ) rounds 
ws about with ſorrow. New a Mar 
that bath 4 litile glrmpſe of the glory 
exceliency and eternity of this bea- 
wvenly eſtate by faith, knowing that 
then all ſorrows and tears ſhall be wa- 
ſhed and done away, cannot chuſe 
bat groan earreſily. to be cloathed 
with its bouſe which & from beaven® 
Becauſe in heaven there ſÞall be no 
more erring in our affeaions , which 
ſbell all be placed on the right objeR; 
and they there ſhal be zo more fear 
of aoting upon the creature, or of the 
exceſs, degree, or meaſure of our love 
to God, or joying in h1mm, whom we 
cannot too exceſſively. loye ; for as on 
earth we cannot love him too mach, ſd 
in beaven we fbal not be able tolove 
him too little, | 
And here our 19n0rance ts great, 
and a burthen to us,a great te1l and 
labour to attain knowledge , and 
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a burthen ro be ſuch non-profici. 
ents to profir {o "little and ſlowly 
| in ſearch thereot;* yea having atrH- 
« ned a little knowledge ; then It 15 4 
burthen to know 10 lcrle- of rthar we 
fhonid know , and that fo much 
remains yet ©o be known ; we afe 
ignorant of, And when cur know: 
ledge is here ar the height, ehen is 
our burthen greateſt of all, be- 
| cauſethen we moſt of all ſce into 
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, our own miſery and want in KnOW- 

| ledgeceſpecially in heavenly things) ' 
* ſo thar that falleth out io a true 

" Þ} which Solomrz ſaith, that he who 

* |. increaſeth knowledge , encreaſerh 


, ſotrow- -But #1: beav2n, the ſout ſhal 
|. 220 be capatble of any ignorance , but 
+ 4 ſoon a5 the znterpoſing Veil, be- 
 ÞF. zwixt the ſoul axd beaven jhal be re- 

|. moved, as ſoon as this curtain ſhall 
- drawn, it ſhal be fied (as it were) 
© #4 mbment with perfefiion of all 
" KF Knowledge, more then all this world 
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rg ce the creation , were it 
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altogether in one ; ſo that zow both 
our 1gnorence and knowledge, when 
w# krzow are a great burthen unto us, 
and catifes of groaning earneſtly, 
and fighmg tor our houſe, which 1s 
trom heaven. 

+Qur callings are alſo ſome bur- 
then unto us, be what they will, 
one way or other there 1s weart- 
ſomneſle or vexation in.them', and 
even the miniſtry 1t felt a grear 
burthen co undergo, as Paul ſpeak- 
th of himſelf, undergoing tie care 
of all the Churches. But :n heaven 
no burthens, weariſomueſſe, or preſ- 
ſures ſhalbe tz azy thing we go abott, 
but all done with eaſe, and much f acts 
lity and cheerfulneſfs. | 


Then alſo, there i @ bondage of 


corruption iu the wil, refractory un. 


to all goodneſſe, prone unto all e- 


vill, in all holy dney full going whi- 

ther our fleſh would nor, which is 

unruly and untamed, fo as. we have 

great warring betwixt the flefh _ 
| t 
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the ſpirit, which 1s a terrible bur- 
then, not to be able ro perform 
that good we would , and led cap- 
tive unto that we would not. But 
in heaven tbe wil ſhai be renewed 
changed, and newmolded, that there 
ſhal be wo reluflancy , or drawing © 
backe nor the leaſt jot of any zncli- 
nation to depart from the exat will 
of God in all things. Becaule by this 
time we being pertealy holy, Gods 
wiltand ours muſt of neceſſity be 
all one, and ſo the currant of our 
affections run for ever m one chan- 
nell. - 

And unto all theſe more then al 


4 thereſt, Fe arc not onely burthen- 


ed, preſſed down, and wearied with 
_ the many aGtings of (in,and furroug® 
. ded about alfo and tavironed, win 
the dwellings thereof in us in 
this body of death : which though 
ſometimes it lie till and act 
'not ; yet lieth fiull ready -a5 an 
Armie round about ys in readi 
is Ig. alle 
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neiſe ro ambuſh and come upon 
us, we know not how, wherc, nor 
when, like a lurking. ſerpent full 
waiting to ſting and ſuddenly .ſur- 
prize us, which body of death 
made St. Pa, rhough otherwitc a 
man of an invincible courage to 
maſter varquiſh and overcome all 
affli&ions,. and make a tuſh and 
ligh: matter of-them, as ſor-0wing 


'( taith he ) yet alwates rejoycing ; as 


having nothwg and yet poſſeſſing all 
things, 2 Cor.s. 19: being a ſtrong 
man to maſter theie and all'other 
croſſes, yet cry out on this (as too 
hard tor him ) Rem. 7. 24. O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from-the body of this 
death. Bat inhbeaves there [hall be 
ze more ſorrows crying tears,or caufe 
of complaizzts. Oar death, 'will be the 
death, of this body of death , no ſor- 
r0w or ſhame, or complaints in hea» 
Ven, #0 ambuſhe s of ſin can lie there; 
wor Serpent ſhall creep #u 1nto thus. 
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 Paradice to ſequce wu any more: we 


ſhalt for ever be freed from thus body 
of death , and have a body like unto 
Chrsi*s glortous body, In all which 
reſpeRs and many more, theſe me- 
ditations and impreſſions of cternt- 
ty of glory i the jite to come, ma- 
keth ſuch reflexzons upon us, to 
make us to ſigh and groan car- 
neſtly, to be cloathed with our 
houſe which 1s from ncaven unleffe 
1D, | 


Some Caſes when Beleevers otherwiſe, . 


very £00d men, cannor hm ſigh 
4nd groan to be:cloatbed 
with this thertr houſe 
which # from 
' beawven. 


Which may appear, both. in re- 
gard of orbers and owr ſefues, Firſt, 1 


. tor others: Many belcevers are cQn- 


tented to {pare this 'Sighing and: 
Groaning | ( at_ leaſt ſuſpend the 
48 . lame) 


cath? 
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ſame ) Becawſe they would live to do 
more good unto others, to ſee ſome 
fruit of their. lJabours and ſeed ſown, 
how it-growes ; to {ee the profpe- 
rity of the Church, as Pavid did, 
Pſal. 106. 4, Remember me, O 
Lord, with the favour of. thy peo- 
ple, viſite mee with thy Salvation, 
that I may ſee the ftelicity of thy 
choſen, and rejoyce with thy peo- 
ple, and glory with thine inheri- 
tance. And fome alſo, as St, Paul, 
ae very able ro comforr and help 

. others, and therefore are fparing ro 
Sigh and Groan for this heavenly 
houſe, becauſe chey may be profi- 
table unto others 3 as Paul, though 
in regard of himlelfe he could have 

| been'contented to have flowne into 
heaven ; yet 1n regard of Others, 
he armed himſelf with that won- 
derfull.ſelf denial, ro be contented 
ro-live for their ſakes, And ſo allo - 
may many other good Chriſtians 
linger ang draw back from carneſt 
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groaning after this heavenly houſe, 
1n regard of Others, Parents {ome- 
times would live to ſee their chil- 
dren bred and brought up in the 
fear of God, and ſee the proſperity 
of other friends, and are not ſoecar- 
neſt in Sighing aud Groaning -afte?k 
their Diffolurion. 
Secondly, iFor e«r ſelves ;. Wee 
may draw back trom Death, and 
Sighing and. Groaning after thus 
heavenly houte ' to be cloathed 
therewith, in divers caſes, Firſt, 
When we want the comfortable 
Aſſurance of our Salvation ; and 
when our Evidences of heaven are 
ſo flurred and blotted that we can- 
nor read the ſame, or have forgot- 


- tenthem : ſhen we cannot figh and | 


groan after this heavenly houſe, un- 
ul weareable more clearly to read 
our evidences. And Seconely, VVe 
are ſometimes ignorant of the Glo- 
ry, Excllency and Eternity thercof, 
and ſo we cannot ſigh and groand 

a earneſtly 
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earneftly for the ſame which we 
are ignorant of and know.nor, and 
yer for all this, may be good Chri- 
ſt:ans and Beleever , though chey 
tail and come thort '1n theie medi- 
tations. And Thirdiy, When for 
our humbling, the Lord 1s pleaſed 
ſomerimes ro ſer our fins before us, 
and therewith the wrath due unto 
them 3 rhen, not daring to looke * 
God in the face, they dare nor look 
on death to encounter that, and fo 
are Iar from ghing arid groaning 
after this heavenly houſe: as wee 
{ee in David, a holy reconciled man 
after Gods own heart; yer P1.38.4. 
when God ſuffered his tins. to ftare 
him.in the face, he then complains, 
_ (Mine Iniquities are gone over my 
head, 8 as a heavy burthen,they are 
£00 heavy for me: }and ſv prays,P1, 
39-Tg. | Stay thine hand from me, 
that I may recover my ſtrength, 
before I go hence & begot.] Now, 
CEN EE 0p. UyÞ rr LOI 
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then being given unto the Saints, 
they cannot then groane earneſtly 
to be cloathed with this heavenly 
houſe. Fourthly, And again, We 
are ſometimes to buſtle with the 
delights and pleaſures of this world, 
- which ſteals. away our hearts from 
ſighing and groaning after this hea- 
- venly houſe ; which makes that 
' with ſo much adoe' we are drawn 
away from wallowing in them ; as 
we {ce in Lot, a good holy man, yet 
what adoe was there to draw him 
away {rom Sodome, that whileſt 
he prolonged the time, he was ina 
manner pulled out of it; and when 
he was pulled. away from- ir, yet 
he makes interceſſion» for Loar, 
which was one of thoſe Cities, that 
HiFfoul might live, Gen. -* 9.204 
And ſometimes again, Fifthly, The 
ſoul is as it were 1 priſon, and off 
hooks, as a door off the hinges, 
with ſtrong .and many amazing di. 
raQtions,: ſo  asthe foule bs hott. 
__—_—_——— 
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ſelf, nor able to look after heavenly 
things, having much adoe ro wraſtle 
after the ſc encumbrances, when it 
15 unfit to figh and groane earneſtly 
after heavenly things, yea, not to 
mannage earthly comforts; as it 
fell out with the children of Iſrael, 
Exod, 6. 9. that though Aoſey 
told them excellent things of 'the + 
Egyptian bondage and *captivity 
yer (it is ſaid there ) That they hear- 
kened not unto Moſes for anguiſh 
of Spirit, and for cruel Bondage ; 
So that vexations of earthly encumq 
brances and wants, are great impe- 
diments unto this {ighing and = 
ning earneſtly after heavenly things 
in ehis our houſe which is from 
heaven, And ſometimes allo in | 
regard that our Accounts are not _ 

ready, we ſhrink and draw back 
again being loath ro encounter 
death, * 
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 orthe World, orlife, or death, 


, | 
Unto Glory, _ -125 
and groaning after this heavenly 
houſe, becauſe we look on death, un- 

der wreng notions and apprehenſions, 

and therefore run from #, 45 Mo- 

ſes fled from bus ſtaff whe it was tar« 

ved into a Serpent, untill God quiet 

our ſpirits, and bid us to take ir up 

again, ſhewing us that chereis no 
danger in it, and making us in love 

with ir. For indeed, Death « @ part 

of the Satnts portio#, 1 Cor. 3, 22 

all things are yours faith he , whe- 

ther it be Pawl or Apolics, or Cephas 


whether they be things preſent or 
thingsto come , all are yours, &c. 
what great matter ts this for death 
zo be ours? O yes, a great mat- 
ter aSit is ordered, as the Grave 
x ſarnaiftied and perkurned by 
Chriſt, and as it were an inlet. 
unto Gloty, being the door of lite; 
this alſo is Ours, and a great part of 
our portion, one of Chriſts-prime 
Legacies, It ſeems that 706 had no 

ST  crolle 
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Crofſe, or bad apprehenſions of 
Death, Job. 6.1 1. What power bave [ 
({:ith te )ibarT ſhould enduretor what 
is my end if I ſhould prolong my life 2 
And David he faith , Mark the up- 
right man, and behold che juſt ; for 
the end of thar man 1s peace, Pſa], 
37. 37. and indeed it. we look 


. through the Scripture Glafſe upon 


Death, it 1s nothing to a Belee- 
ver, apprehending.ir rightly. For, 
then we ſee it to be nothing elſe,bur 
A ſleep, A peaceable reth, A gathe- 
ring t0 our fathers and, people, The 
funeral day of all our fins, and final 
de firuttion of all our enemies, The 
gate of heaven, a31t were, Our (Co- 
70Ration,aay, azd the ReſurreR10n of 
all our comforts, with which, and the 
like apprehenþons, we may come ( as 


 #{ were)to bury death tt ſelf. The As 


poRle we ſee ſpeaking of death; he 


. paſſethigover ſlightly, & mention- 


cth onely the clothing after :t:infift- 


ing upon that which we ſhall have 


when 


OO 


| when we have put off this earthly 

Tabernacle, And in the Phillipians 
{peaking of Death, he paſſeth over 
:t and mentioneth onely oxr bezpg 
with (bref, _ 

*In all theſe and many more caſes 
( roo redious now to inſiſt in ) the 
{oul cannot figh and groan earneſt» 
ly to be cloathed with this heavenl 
houſe, though otherwiſe Beleevers 
| andgood Chrniizns; wherefore in 
theſe and the {ike caſes, we muſt nor 
be at quiet wich, our ſelves, until we 
have thaken off tele lazy prefling 
down habits of our aiftempers, with 
holy Daved chidiug our ſelves as he 
did his ſoul ,#by art thou ca it down 
O my ſoul2and why art thou diſqureted 
within me? watt on G19, for I will yet” 
give him thanks;he « my preſent nelp 
and my God, | 


ſeth him to ſay unto our ſouls 1 am =_ us 
thy Salvation , when bee' ar012ts gov, —_ 


our ees with ſpiritual eye-ſalve 10 groan for 
| | ſe e Heaven, 


| Bucatothertimes, when 4 pled- Times 
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ſee a far off into things ixviſible ; 


41 by a powerful preaching axd open- 
zng of the word of truth unto us, onr 
beleeving breaking forth tnto rejoy- 
cing, when with an exlarged bettre 
we can run the ways of bis commande- 
ments, the feet of them that bring 
glad tidings being beauttful upou 
the mountarhs untow. And Chrit 
comming by them , leaping by the 
mountains and Skipping by the hils 
of our ſins to comfort and pabliſh 
us : when the water of our ſanitifiea- 
tion is clear and wot mnddie , ſo as 
we can read our evidences in bright- 


ſpiret, joyning nith our ſpirits, wheu 
the bloud in our juftification runs 
fully andtlearly before w,that we can 


wher tz meditation wrapt a little, 
hegven aud heavenly things ſeem 
ops azd gloriou unto w,andearth- 
y things ( compared with them ) 

| wean 


when heavens gates are opened unto 


neſſe, with many rong reports of the 


powerfully apprehend the ſame, And © 


Unto Glory, 129 - 


mean aud contemptible, when Chr: # 
becommeth that pretiom: pearl knewn 
and veloved avoue 4% things; for 
miich we are contented to ſell all; 
when we bave got ſome ſight and af. 
ſ«» azce of heeven, end eternity of 
glory, having bren Vifiortous in ſome 
ſharp erejj es, rrials , and afjii&zons : 
' having ſacrificed our laacs and at- | 
tained wnro ſome good meſure of ſelf | 
Rental, in wprightne(ſſe and ſincerity, 
being humbled Seinilike, to [1t down 
at Gods jeet , and be whatſoever be 
will have us tobe, Then, then, the 
{oul cannot chule but (igh and groan 
earneſtly to be cloathed with its 
houſe which is from heaven, 

And very great reaſon there 1s 
to ſigh and groan earneſtly for ( a 
houſe of glory } ſuch a houſe as 
* will keep us out of all dapgers, and 
ſupply all our wants. This is that 
cloathing we ſo ſigh and groan ear- 
neſtly to*, To be cloatbed with our 
houſe which ti from Heaven : of 
"mp K- which 
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wich our Garment cloathing us, 
there is a threefold conſideration, 
i. That cloathing we bad i the 
Eſtats of Inzocencee, which covered 
our ſhame and nakednefſe, and 
which we kept nor ; for fin diſco- 
vered our ſhame, ſo that it was 
quickly loft, 2, There 1s the gar- 
mext aud cloathing of Chriſis righte.. 
ouſueſe in Tuſtiſication and Saufliſi- 
cation, Conſiſting in Holinefſe and 
Righreouſneſſe, mentioned, Ifa.6r. 
I o, Called the garment of Salvation, 
and robe of Righteouſneſs , Cauie*of 
great rejoycing ito the ſoul, to joy 
in God, being cloathed with the 
garments of Salvation, and covered 
with the robes of Righteoulneſle, 
Ang 3ly, There « under this notton 
of cloathizg, the Glory of Heaven un- 
der{ioond and looked at, Chriſt his 
Righteouſneſle is indeed a garment 
of Glory, making us all glorious, 
which garmept we are now cloath- 


xd with, { Whereunto when there al 


: ſhall 


= 


all his excellency = royalty. 


1 Glory. 
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ſhall be added a rinQure of Glory 


in Heaven, then are we @loathed 
with our houſe from Heaven ; tor 
the ſoul wiſhes not to be rid of that 
garment of Grace tt now wears, 
bur to have 1t beautified and adorn- 
ed ro the height of all excellence, 


when ir ſhall be cloathed with a 


tinture of Glory, to make 1c ap- 
pear moſt of all excelleat, VVhich 
Glory even Chriſt himſelf in the 
days of his fleſh prayed for, /ob.17. 
5. And now O Father, glorifte me 
with thine own ſelf, with that glo- 
ry which I had with thee before 
the world was : that 1s, that the 
glory of the Divinity might ſhine 
torth ( joyned with his Humanity ) 
as bright as ever. 

Now the cleatbing, 15 firſt a me 
rich and prettous cloatbing above all 
other cloathing whatioecver, excee- 
ding that of the lillies ſpoken off, 
which ſurpaſſed Solomons glory » 

n 


2 then 


Our hens | 
venly c[o- 


thing, 
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then ſecondly, 1t & 4 darable cleath- 
ing, witch ſhall never wear nor was 
ola, but be new and alike freſh for e- 
wer : aSitwas ſaid of the children 
of Iſracls garments and fhees, in 
their journey unto that earthly Ca- 
naan ( a Type of the heavenly ) nor 
orcly that theſe did not wear, bur 
were as freſh and new as at the firſt, 
And then thirdly, 7: & 4 loweh gar- 
ment , which ſhall be perfe&ed 
with Gods comelineſſe, and that 
beauty he ſhall put upor it, menti- 
oned Ezek, 16.14, which ifhe call 
ir perfect upon earth, In how much 
more perfection of beauty ſhal this 
cloathing b= in heaven, where rhe 
tulnefle of glory doth fo abundant- 
ly ſhine forth avout the Bearificall 
viſion 2 And as for Excelencie, fo 


_ fore, this garment of glory, is 


iuch a cloathing, as ſhall cover all 
our ſhame and all our nakedneſle, 
For ifthe eſtate of innocency knew 


not ſhame ( ti}! fin diſcovered it) 


much 


4 
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much lefſe, ſhall here be any 
ſhamein heaven, where this gar- 

ment of glory, ſo tar excels ſur- 

mountingly our firſt garment of 

innocency, Such a garment, as we 
ſhak always keep cloſe about wzwhere 
no winds, troubles or remprations, 
ſhall be ro make us any more in 
danger, to looſe our garments, as 
here, And tnen, © ſuch a garment 
as ſhal keep us warm for ever: ſuch 
a houſe and garment as ſhall pre- 
ſerve us ior ever, from all outward 
incumbrances and troubles, ſupply- 
ing all naturall wants,  wichour na- 
eurall helps, ] doing all theſe things 
to us ſo, as we ſhall never have 
need of them any more, A houle 
cloathed with the glory of heaven, 
far beyond all earthly cloathiugs 
and furnitures. And ſuch acloath- 
ing, as (hill make an everlaſting 
dilttintion berwixt us and wicked 
men tor ever, whatſoever impu- 
cations now lie upon us converſing 
iS K 3 amongtt 
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amongft them- * Halach, 3. I8, 


the glory of that houſe, )from w om 

+ apdeverything in the bouſe, we may 
* at all times fetch whatſoever we want 
to ſupply all. So that Heaven 1s all 
things unto 5 : as God is the uni- 
verſall good {o hath he the fulnefſe 
of all to ſupply us with, which he 
can convey When and by what 
means it pleaſeth him. AU things 
are ours, becaule Chriſtis ours,wro 
15 all things/ unto us, and hath all 
things, his whence at all times we 
may fetch every thing we want,out 
of this heavenly glorious houle : for 
which'the ſoul therefore is its moſt 
excellently compoſed temper, /ghs 
and groans, ( as hath been ſaid ) 
thar our garment of ſalvation , and 
robe of Righteouſneſſe we are now 
cloathed with in this our naturall 
condition, may be heightred up to 
the fall perfetion of heavenly 
beauty, with a ſuperadded tin "—_ 


ſuch a houſe ( like Chrithimlelf | 
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of Gloty in tnat bigheſt place of e- 
__ and excellencie, far above 
all. 
{ Not that it would be uncloathed, | why ae 
| this is not thecauſeot che fighing ©=1 would 
_ not be uſt 
| and groaning, bue [ cloathed upon.) eg,” 
The foul in this cafe hath no pe» 
remptory deſire to die, nor any 
plcaſure of complacencie that way: 
Oh Lite is precious, and long lite is 
a bleſſing irom God ; To {ve long 
zn the Land, and to have opportunt- 
ty to do much good, and to recover 
a great deal of the blefled Image of 
God, Ir knowes Death to be of ut 
ſelf an enemy, and the laſt enemy 
which ſhall be deſtroyed, and no 
man will willingly caſt himſelt in 
the jaws of his enemy, whica (witty 
out 2 garmenr of Grace } will bug 
lead us unto the King of T:rrours,tn- 
to that Eternity of that tormenting 
T ophet for ever, No it is not willing 
to uncloath it ſelf of this garment 
of Grace, Chr:{ts &:ghteouſneſſe, bus 
; ;  o. ' 
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to gird and keep it fafier & taſter a- 
bour us;for in tha; #rratday, Chriſt 

myli fee us thus cloathed, -or elfe 
wee can have no cloathing upor 
the ſame with a garment of Glory, 
And therefore i this life, it is wil- 
ling to ſubmit it tel? unco the Vil 
of God here, in all Active and Paſ- 
five Obedience : and though it be 
forced to live here a fintu!] life, 
where it cannot chule bue fin ; yea, 
2nd ſometimes an unprofitabie lite 
(laid by as it were ) good for no- 
thinz, yet & knowes, tbe [izs ſhall be 
forgtrven, and the good aflions be all 
recorded 1# mind, and it to be an 
high a& of our holinefle, even to 
ſubmit to God, and live in ſuch an 
eſtate as doth fin, wherein we muſt 
ſuffer, For we canbe in no ſuch 
Eftate here in this life, but we ma 

bring Glory to God, and glorifie 
him, wl:ieſt our patience is attain- 
2ng unto 1t* perfe&t work ui us, that 
ye may be cutire, wanting m_—_— 
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2 Unto Gloy, 137 - 
O but this is the matter, and cauſe 
of this ſighing and groaning ( Thas Caules of 
meriality may be ſwallowed up of = ob 
Lete.) Thar IS, thar all this whole groaninge 
body of death, with all the effects, 
cauſes, forterunners, attendants, and 
followers thereof y that all pofſ- 
biliry of dying, all neceffity of dy- 
ing, all fear of dying, or ſinning 
any more , the whole body of fin 
and death, with all the relations and 
apurtenances thereof, may be ſwal- 
lowed up of life, quite aboliſhed and 
raken away for ever. Even as it was 
in the caſe of Korah , Dathan, and 
Atiram , with allthe families and 
goods of all which, nothing was 
© be ſeen, when the carth had ſwa]- 
lowed up all, and cloſed up again, 
Or as Revel., 124 16, It is Jaid that 
the carth helped the woman , and 
ſwallowed up the flood, whichthe 
Serpent caſt outagainſt the woman, 
So it is here , 1 the ſoul in ſi1ghing 
and groaning atter a heavenly eſtare 


fighs 
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ſighs andgroans to be freed of all 

the a&s of ſin, and- whatſoever it 
looketh on as fruits of fin, which 
are preſſing down burthens unto it, 

in this body of mortality. } And 

2 thenagain, as this mortality a re- 
membrauce, end witneſſe of [tins con 
tagion and filthineſſe, it ſighs ang 
roars to be freed from it, and weul , 

| {ham all memorials and witneſſes of 

3 ſindoxeaway, And funther morta. 
 liy ir ſelfas it is a remembrance 
and witneſs of fin,eFc. 1t i« fin, and 

1s attended with the fruits of fin, 
This with all the relations thereun- 

to, it fighs to have done away, that 

all manner of impurity may be {o 
aboliſhed, as ks thereof may 
remain either in thought or aQion. 

4 Andthen again, fſecing all the parts 
of oar mortality as hath been ſaid) 

are clogs, and burthens, and hinder- 
ances unto us in Gods ſervice, as 
weighrs to keep us down as fetters 

tO Chain us and keep us upder ( for 

#4 when 


TS 
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Unto Glory, 
when our ſpirits are mounted up, 
and would flicuntoheaven and con- 
verſe there, this mortality pulleth 
us down again, and hindereth us 
trom ſpiritual ations and medita- 
tions.;- not to perform them with: 
any lifeor comfort, ) 1a this ceſe 


alſo the ſoul fighy and groans te 6: 
gone, And as the ſoul «eſfireth fur- 


ther union and communion with God ; 
without theſe interruptions;clouds,- 
damps, and eclipſes of the ſunſhine 
of its comfortable feelings it now 
hath : It greans and ſighs earneftly 
that its mortality may be ſwallowed up 
of life, And yet more, t fighs to be 
at home iu Heaven, becaaſe there ſhal 
be an explanation, and fall diſcove- 


1:3 of the extent of all the word of God, 


and of the atmo fulfilling of all the 
promiſes, with 2 {ight and apprehen- 
ſion of Gods goodnefle, what God 
& Chriſt have done {or us,;and that 
wethereafrer might never have any 
thought, motion, or deſire, congra- 
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y unto the will of God. All 
r hich, in all theſs caſcs, are war- 

antable and ſpiritual grounds for 
the ſoul betrothed unto Chriſt, 
here to defire, ſigh, groan, and 
long for the conſumation of the 
marriage with him in heaven. For, 
[the more holy, ſpirituall, any 
one 1s, and gratious, the more they 
deſire this union and communion 
with Chriſt in Heaven. ] As Rev. 
22. 20, | Even ſo come Lord 
Jeſus come quickly. Untill the 
day break and the ſhadows fliea- 
way, return my wel-beloved, and 
be like a Roe, or a young Hart up- 
on the mountains of Bethel.} Cant. 
2, 17, And thus, the ſouls ofthe 
faithfull here, though they would 
not be uncloathed,yer fight} & groan 
earneftly eo be cloathed upon, that 
mortality may be{wallowed up of 
life. Which ardent deſires in them 
th wrought, continued, nou- 
in them,and pereſQed by the 

| ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, 2, Cor,5, 5, Which makerh 
requeſt for them according to the 
wilt of God, Rom, 8. 27, Amd 
thus by Gods mercy and aſſiſtance 


<4 TT” - - 


” 


3 

] ot his bleſſed ſpirit, we have been 
: led along to have 4 «l:mpſe of this 
. heatenly tuilding , n0t made with 
; hands, but eternal in the heavens, 
l and of the glory, excetency, and eter- 
n aity thereof : with both the cauſes 
h and lets of ſighing and groaning af- 
d ecr it, 
- And now, that we are come un- 
Y roa full point in diſcovery of this 
d Heavenly Houſe, being diſcended 
J- {rom this transfiguring mount, to 
ts wander a while longer 1nto the wil- 
fe dernefle of this wortd, ere we can 
4 attain thithet to live for ever,whats 
Ti now finally to be done? Can we,or 
at ſhall we now pare with a fight 


of | thereof, without looking back to 
m {| havea review of the ſame ( as men 
do with a ſight of beloved freinds 


at parting to baye ghem in ” 


ws | 


— 
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long as we can ) © yes, noty that the 
impreſhons thereof are new and 
ſtrong, ler us make ſome uſe of all, 
ere we part with the fight and ſenſe 
of ſuch excellencies. 

Firſt, Let ws joy tn, love, delight, 
and admire thoſe tuhabitants, and 
expetants of h:aven, while#t they 
are among i us, upon earth, who ſhal 
te our companions in glory; for 
whoſe ſakes all the Angels are ſaid to 


be miniftring ſpirits : therewith . 


thinking and ſtudying what to do for 
them, the King of Heater ſo honours, 
as to have built a houſe for them, ſo 
gorgiouſly adorned with all matchleſſe 
excellencies, in ſuch magnificent 
height; ſafely, and ſtate , not made 
with hands, but eternall in the bea- 
venus. For this eternity; 15 thar, 
which as it ſours all wicked mens 
comforts, {o it is that which ſweets 
neth all the ſorrows, and muſeries 
of this fife unto the Saints , having 
fuch ag cternity in it, as they ſha! 
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tafte of eternity every moment, And 
wihall let us give glory tro God, 
and be much wrapped up in fervent 
loveto ſeſus Chriſt, who hath pur- 
chaſed tor us, this eternal inheri- 
trace, walking ſuitably,”s thole who 
profefſe themſelves ro be heirs of 
chis great ſalvarion in this Heavens 
ly Houſe. 

Secondly, Let us inform and 


r2form our judgements ſoundly in /*> 2+ 
. this grand point, ( which hath been 


ſo tully proved now ) that ope- 
ly Beleevers', are in 4 very happy 
condition, and that whoſoever loo- 
ſeth, yet that tz all eftates they are 
geiners, even by affiitions and deati 
zt ſelf, For by affiifiien, Heb. 2 2, 
io. ſoby death, they come ro be 
part «kers of his glory. John, 17.24. 
tor which Chriſt did ſo carneſtly 
pray, 2nd unto which they attain, 
after the momentary ſufferings 
here. And therefore we muſt a+ 


{ure our ſelves, Thagſvever we foe 


bere 


- 


Grace leading 

here which brings uw in Grace,and ſets 

56 nearer #u1n:0 glory,ts good for 1s, Tn 

all which,Sampſors riddle is verified, 

Iud.14.14 Out of the eater c ame meat, 

CF out of the ſtrong came honey,So af- 

eer death-which conſumeth all, ar 

length commeth lite, glory, and 
immortality, and by thoſe ſtrong 
crofles we wade thtough at length 
commeth death; which bringeth us 

[ thither. 

[; And therefore in the next 
-place, ſeeing Oar greateſt ſorrows 
bring 15 neare#} unto our greateZt 

. Joys,our everlaſting glorious eſtate, * 

= let us never look upon death, but whi- 

. "mh ther it-carrieth ws, at ſomewhar 

| ' comming atter it, looking through |F 

| it, atthe glory and eternity whi- }F 
ther it leaderh us, and learn to die | 
before we die, that like wicked 
men,. we may not die after we are 
dead. And therefore,a ſhort and frail 

lite, alife tull of weaknefle and dil- 

caſes, clogged with atfli&ions , 

| would F IG 
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. | ſhould be Muſicke unto a Godly 
; mays..cars, who, then with a fixed 
heart, aſſures himſclfe,, that now 
therg ate. great poſſeſſions at hand, 
a.comming, wherewith we ſhall be 
veſted in Heaven tor ever, Agd 
therefore, all theſe and the like, re- 
ports, ſhould, make. us contented + 
Jjoy{ully.co leave this ſmoaky earth- 
1. ly bone; for This building given of 
God; at, made with bands, but eter- 
wal ix the; Heavens ;. 38 Paul did, 
whole carc, was, tor nothing elſe, 
but . How. be might frnefb bis. courſe 
with joy, win and know Chriſt, at- 
taining thereby unto 4. joyj#l Reſar- 
reiHop. of the. degd; Philltp, 3. 10. 
whercby.we may, aſſure our ſclves, 
F tharthere fiands bur « Lttle berwrxt 
f. 4. Zeleever, and bis. eternal eftate ; 
little brear , 4 fraul thortlife (not 


W 


two hves,), bux,qve, and that is our 
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thishiebvenly bufldaig.at 1s Ph ritld," 
then let is never hereatter —_— | 
#1d fo ri6urn for "the & p34 IE} 
ot Chriſtichi'friehls hence as thble 
ho hive no' hope ;"ijely* ifs 
token we teltnor: Goth fove,not tte- 
ceivetF \ſrtch cortyres ot hr 
hand as we ou#ht'tb: hyveld NC Yack 

we ſhvbld Fer <abkfuly 

to God 4hitigs received, A AM 
did Sathtel'; ard" Whileft we "plead 
our love ro HisHab# wife, hilUrtn 
and (rich, wht} u#Binihtie}|e it wi 
bewy 2 9) 9 OM, us Pow, h be'W8?e tot 
the ohet ple 664 1 £44010 HAD fRRbff 
ava bet rtimbe (6 hd 77: Prey er op 
of rþ1f wala Oli What” nbd 
fot'> becauſe they ok 
ſtokms Nd yotpte pe(ff 
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_ eie watee of Life, never to thir 
again, \4rayghr with all heayenly 
knowledge. and underſtanding, . en- 
joying the tru of all their labours 
prayers';; fighings, ſufterzogs , and 
meditations, in the full fruttion of 
the Beatifical viſion for cyer 2 Oh, 
is this love! this is uſually {elf-loye 
in us, not love to the-deag ; forlove 
in irs_excellencie aims at the beſt 
gond of: ghe beloved 3 3nd 25. 23 
comesfrom heaven, 10-14 cnyies.g0 
friend ob heavenly Gjory. In which 
caſe, our:daviour- plegds excelient- 
ly ro purpole with bys Diſciples, 
( fad ar:the news of. his depargyrg 
hence fromthena |) 70. 14. If ye qr 

. ped me., ye, would rejeyce- when 1 ſaid 

| 1 gountotbe Father. Sijl it argues, 

JI tþ2t:tbe beart was tys,miuch glued gnd 
knit unto: tbat it mas: ſy loath $2 p8Y 
wth; tor our life is off tO@ MUC; 

* inthe lite of our friends, as /ydab 
told oſepb of {acob, that Locohis lids 
was bound up ms bid qr 
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God takes unkfidly 5 for how mas» 
ny triends heve wet) him who, ra- 
ther«than' we ſhouid: wane: triends, 
cihtmake our eremies vur.friends ? 
and this is ar evertatiing Rule; That 
the heart which 13 mot pitched aud 
rolled upon Gvd,* 45: 1 oſett:from' the 
Crea/ure, or-oxceſſive manurning ; 
wherem out-buſtling:ardctoffing 
hindererh us From inſpe@ing 1nto 
Gods excellent” working; agravates 
the loſſe; unh6oketh the:tout from 
its moſt noble temperpquictly to 
ſubmic to Gow it all things; and 
ſhews char we relied or truſted too 
much vpon that removed'trom us ; 
for the Cteature too much relied 
or doted uponibeyond the Creator, 
or thought of, in whatloever caſes, | 
doth fo far"Daific ir, and{ſojuitly F* 
precure- it: removal from: ws, tor 
whom (certainly) nothing longer 
good, than God will have us to en- 
joy the ſame: Happy were: we, if 
once'we could artan unto this high 


PitC 


1 pitch-iof [faith and confidence-in 


> thapt 153n the hetghth of wildome 

at effeged, and inthemol} ſcaſonable 

1d time,\ ior our eyerlaſting good, in : 
be this life,and in that to come, 

' Now-.theſe with-the like conſt- 

1 deragigns, will wean us from the 

rh world; and withithe ,Church clot- 

es ted with the ſame ;, maketh- us eo 

m cread. upon. the, Moan, ,v:z,.(.44 

0 earthly things ) 46:ng (irong t3.the 


1d Lord, and bawng:hs joy for. ojr 
"0 Frength, Nehem. g.. Be armag 4. 
T gain it all ſufferings, by this prece of 
4 ſpiritual ermpur ready. The Helmet 
of . our Salvation; Epheſ, '6,:The 
* hope of Glory, Being cnflamcd with 
ly I + that conZrainiag love of Gd, ,; 40 
o; long. to þe.at home with him, ipod 
cr work upon fie impafies 
n= | Jaccordingunto that ſubje& we.rel 
if upon, accounting) all here below 
oY Es [ 
| SATn. ; 3 ing /t 
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Gris; is (C having this bribe Sub 
Kh J-niot f0't6 refwyce any ire 
#Wwehave doe it- the. 4600 -at8 


Ts - light of 'this World when 
there -appeareth 'urito as-{ "bs-Fer 
| grearerglory.: Yea, 4s 1t is 16, 5. 
\  \'21. 232. tmakibg usto laugh'ar fa- 
mire and - deftrt@oh , Ind {ot to 
be afraid thereof when it cofitheth, 
or #ny otter terrour it hind. Aud 
Þereby alfo we ſbaÞ learn with (bref | 
fo deſpiſe 


Croſſe, by 


.xhe Upſhoe 
of all;with hoty Abrahitn a2 Fob, * 
t0ffawd'in bir Text Hobs Wait 
for the tonmniiag of Chri®t\ for te 
#0Aſumaizon 'df the mairiage with 

'bime for ver -Cthis Whole lifetiirie 
Beidg bur ur bettbhidg: abldpee- 
my I" fuming | 
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Furpingrime 0 ths us for him ) fo 
\ with,j/o4, all the \daies of our ap- 
poles tmp Wainpg untill our 
change ſhall come (: which, wall 
nochyog. hinder. ,;qur. fighing- and 
groamae after heaven, forthe ſame 
ang; thar may Sand. rogether ) but 
pre eg eg e ſame the lon- 


—_—_ \W&4hing f or bis. .CORWLAZ is fe « 


ed, auinkntng qur appetite jor ity 
wand grumng-t lomech the mare time 
$0,tregſure up grace, that we may be 
weſfels fitted, ad prepared to cagraſſe 
4;8rgat dep! the, more, of his.excelleat 
glory for ever. And let us;hercat- 
terloak, upon hqevern, 4s the fint- 
*ſber of at. our ſexroms, "croſſes, GATES, 
turmoiling  thaughts, Vexations, 
wants 43d the like whatſ ever, where ; 


| dhalbe falngſſe of joy , and ſorrety, of 


ll, whicb Aeft res, thoughts ,  bopes 
and expeAaiigns, beyond all expre - 
. fioss : learnitus L0 ſpire tualtze al 
.things and occurrences unto. heawern- 
ly ena * admiring as. is: faid atrhe 
ts. 


— , 
Em —_— 


Graceleatling 


love of Chriſt , Who hath- freely 
ven and purchaſed unto us this in” 
herirance 3 knowing this, that all 
the ſweerneſle of this life is nothing 


bur bitterneſſe, unlefſe he ſeafon the 


ſame ; 'and that the meditation of 
him '1m his excellencies and high 
perfe&tions, what he hath doyefor 
us here, and ſhall do for us in end- 
lefſe Glory, is that which onely is 
able to ſweeten all the ſowre things 
of this life unto us, And now that 
we know and arc convinced of 
theſe things, let us do as God com- 


manded Avrabam , when he gave- 


him the promiſed Land, Gen.13.17, 
Ariſe, and walk through the length 


and breadth of this heavenly Canaan, - 


given unto, f:om the one end of 
Heaven to the other, To rouze up 
our ſpiritual meditations by Faith, 
often walking from room to room, 
joy to joy, aſteniſhment to 3ſto- 
niſhment, Glory to Glory, raiſing 
pur meditations dayly aloſt, ro 

| think 


my 
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think of it often, and 10 Joy in the 


fame with mounted: #ffecions thi- 


ther. But what do I fay of raiſing 
our affeQions Md medirations - thi- 
ther: O #ather 12 good earnesft let u 


"reſolve Saintiike to dwell 12 beaVen, 


where our converſation ſhould chiefly 
be. For ſoit is faid of thoſe holy 


"ones oppreſſed by Antichriſt (whom 


he made war againſt, )\Revel, 1346, 
That they dwelt 12" beaven, having 
much -and+ conſtant *entercourſe of 
heavenly converſation -and afﬀe@i- 
ons bent mounting thither, which is, 
to dwel tu beaven,ctven whileſs weave 
converſant upon-tarth, By which 
meditations though'thereby we cati- 
not yet take ty]l pofſe{fion of our 


"heavenly mheritance , -yet they wrll 
make 14 the better 'to- tate of the 


milk and hoxey of that promiſed land; 


as Moſes by taith did of the land of 


Canaan, which God ſhewed hitn, 
yet he taſted of the 1weerneſle and 
fulneſfe: thereof, and fed ——_ 

ee, wan 
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table whereunto ,is that which the 
Prophat David (peaks ſoconfidemt- 
ly of, #ſalo6g. 4A wil / moga:- 


fie thee «Z.my \lohe., aud (ift; up my |. 


hands unto thy came :\my ſoul Jhell.be 
ſacefied gs withmarrow and fatueſſe, 
whod my nnacttb hal praiſe thee with 
doful laps, Bur when, fhall this be 
offeGed ; when, / remember theeapors 
my bed, and whenl think.upor thee 
' 4#4beneghtwarcbes. So thato ren 


meditations ofthe promiſes of hea- } 


venly thinggapraeth them as-irwere 
URte1267rop 4rd fataeſſe, to beſub- 
Aaatial.and conatural with us, when 
.unro others: they.are like ,unto dry 

- 90, may ;We inour journies 


through the wilderneſſe of this. 


.world, feed our ſelves fat, and fill 
-Qur'bones -(as . it were.) with this 
-ſtrengthenwg (marrow, ,attained by 


theſe heavenly meditations, .march- 


ing from ſtrength to ſirength, faith 
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4 _ we come to be tranſformed | 


bolines and righteoutneſs this mor- 
tall kaving put. on4mmonalizy, and 
|. this corruption icorruptioh to be 
{wallowedwp'of Life; wheve' ro In- 
joy tor ever with a ſtrong inlighe- 


ned "inte}te@uil whdeofteriding : che. 
be | myfery ef the] fer Beiesfi call 
on | vi x? See ber Ev} 14 overcoin- 


ee | ihg joy unſpeutie i411d '$18rious, 
n } Andiewhichis the fum'of 4, which 
a- F hath'beeh., 'odr cantberfuid) vs its, 
re | Epbif.'; x9 . To 'be-filled with all 
b- the FIN: of God, Whichis more 


AngeFre fully &@pable of, 


neo: the dleffed tape of Chrift, ih.” - 


en | for durhr wekibwihich' SaittSart © - 
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Re: wp in a &.4 Glories Mazt,| 
| Where enale ſi end the period us of time 
Ay raviſb' d ſoul do riſe thou mount & clime- 
Where millson mill:ons joys themſelves bewrays, | 
With Saints & Aagels tx their glancing rays 
Neer beauties Throne,and that eternal light | 
Where ae'r ſhal come appear darkneſs or 
View if thou cant} eternities laſt days, (night 
Let numbers ri{e and munt to higheſt pirch 
\  ÞAnd ſtretch beyond all aumbers ; O yet then 
| \ Thus date outdates the firengih of any pen,- 
4 \ Mor cant multiply its utmoſt reach. 
\ Since then xo pen can cipher out this ſtgry 
 \ What can(office for to attain this glory, 
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Ow't to look on death, pag 10, 
The Certainty'of Heaven, prg.15» 


»] Natnre leading us to God, pag. 17. 


Our certain knowledge of this Building. 
ah 19, 


| The | The unto our knowledge, ' > 8.22 


Trials of Hur's ſuraiee and Hyowleage, 


"07 0b 
How to havw that we know, that our kyows 
ledge be wot counterfeit, p4#.32, 


The bHinttion betwixt the whneſe of ony 


ſpirit ,and 1he immediate —_ of Gods 

ſpirit,by it ſelf, "D#,3 3+ 
], 1 he witneſſe of our ſpirit in a Calm, 2. 
The wan, fo ther eofin a T empeſt,”.. p:2 3+ 
Goat ſpiris mage with our ſpirit©-36, 


The ſealyrg of the 
nw, 70us y he or + ab bis f6rit nl 
Song of 0 BY 40, 
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The ſeit yation of heaven, pag, TO, 
T he mattep*Als, fore, ang meatier of h:a- 
VERMs pag * 7 3, 
T he capgcit y and gyolegs. of beatew-": fs TY 
The ſweriture of beaver, "" FAS 7 ls 
The gompany we (ba/ ee)ey therg, ... - p8+30, 
T he paſeſſ)on avg enjoying of heeven, p82, 
Fips conſiderable perteculer; therein. p87 
T beeternity of Reguene: _ "Þ.94. by 
Reoſpus why we ether off ate £76 fic the * 
,-:Sginss but an eternal eſtate. pa. g7, 
Hhat great matters the meditation pf e1gp- 


"My ſetles in the ſoul, - 2,404 
Wheat tle this nr life time is laree $199. 


Prefſpre: aud mcights. bipdering our Sigh - 
- tf and groaning for heaven... P-ITo, 
Caſer wherein wary good wen earner ſigh 


y Knd groas for heaten. 4 4 2 iq I19, 

\ Cyſes wherein the Joul eaunet chnſe bus 
\ gourd groan ſor gee 1 ab TBF 
als « *e4pn the ford both is fg fre 
*bogſs of gory, : hag 
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Our heavenly cloathing what ut ſhall be 

| 4, 131» 
Why the ſonl would not be uxcloathed p,135, 
The true canſesof the fouls fighing and 
* groan gs P- 137» 
Ules, 4, I. To admire heavens inhubs- 
tans among we and love them. 142. 

2, That onely Beleevers are happy people. 
: P41 43» 
3. Totyead upon earthly things, p.145. 
4, To wait andexpett for the comming of 
Chriſt. þ+ 150, 


